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From the Curate 
 

When I was a small boy, I reached the conclusion 
that I should like to be The King. Just imagine (I 
thought to myself) how agreeable it would be to 
make a cup of tea in the small galley kitchen in 
Buckingham Palace, watching the world bustle 
past one’s windows… 

Well, my childhood felt the bump of reality at 
several points, but the impact was never more 
bruising than the moment in which I made the 
twofold discovery that (1) Buckingham Palace 
does not possess a small galley kitchen, and (2) 
being The King wasn’t the sort of thing for which 
one applied (at least not any more – I suppose 
one could say that William the Conqueror did, 
rather forcefully). I felt very glum about this for 
about a week, before the lure of being an airline 
pilot comforted me in my grief. Not that that ever 
really took off. 

Childhood misapprehensions aside, the 
monarchy as we know it today is a curious 
balance. The Greek words which make it up – 
monos, ‘one, single’; arkho, ‘to lead, rule’ – echo 
the language of power and hierarchy which our 
modern democracy at least nominally disavows. 
Curiously enough, modern unease finds a 
soulmate in much of the Hebrew Bible. ‘Give us a 
king to judge us’, say the Israelites to the Prophet 
Samuel, who replies with a dire warning, listing 
the various evils into which human rulers are 
prone to slide. Thousands of years later, Lord 
Acton would distil them all into a pithy phrase: 
‘power tends to corrupt, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely’. So really, who wants a king? 

Well, I suppose it all depends on what one means 
by ‘power’. The modern constitutional monarch 
has very little in common with an ancien regime 
despot. King Charles is sovereign (a word whose 
meaning has changed quite a lot over time), but 
also a public servant. Following the example of 
his mother, the late Queen, his whole life has 
been dedicated to duty. We look to our monarch 
not in fear and trembling, but as a model of 
service. And the institutions which surround the 
modern monarchy embed it in laws made and 
amended through democratic process.  

Perhaps most intriguingly of all then, it is the most 
ancient rite in the coronation service which makes 
this ‘servant leadership’ most visible. During the 
ceremony, King Charles will be anointed. The oil 
used has been taken from the trees which dot the 
Mount of Olives to the east of Jerusalem. That of 
course was the place from which Jesus, riding 
upon a donkey, echoed and transformed the 
image of the triumphant king, riding into his city. 
For Jesus took up the mantle of kingship in order 
to lay his life down for others. His rule took the 
form of love, offered unwaveringly into the depths 
of the world’s pain. In Christ we see true power: 
not human coercion, but God’s reconciling peace. 

Who would choose such a mantle? Perhaps it’s 
just as well most of us can’t. But what we can do, 
whatever we think about modern monarchs, is to 
pray for our King, that his life will show forth and 
stir up precisely the powerful love which we 
celebrate in the one we hail as the King of Kings, 
our Lord and God. 

 
The Rev’d Taylor Wilton-Morgan 
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St Michael and All Angels’, Barton Turf 

It was good to be able to have a coffee morning 
on 15th April after having to cancel the March 
event due to Covid. It was nice to see everyone, 
and we raised £151 for church funds. Some of 
that money also came from the bookstall at the 
Easter Fair. Thanks to Michael Brandon-Jones 
and Celia Scott for doing that. The next coffee 
morning is on Saturday 20th May from 10.00am 
until noon, as usual. All are welcome. 

Preparations for the fete to be held on Saturday 
3rd June are well underway, more information 
elsewhere in the magazine. 

This month we say goodbye to our curate, Taylor 
Wilton-Morgan, who will be greatly missed. 
However, we congratulate him on his new 
appointment in London and wish him well for the 
future. His last service with us at Barton will be on 
Sunday 14th May at 6pm: all are welcome. 

Barbara Pilcher, Churchwarden 
 

St Michael’s, Irstead 

Our Easter morning service was well supported 
with a responsive congregation including five 
extremely well behaved dogs! My most grateful 
thanks to all those who helped to decorate St 
Michael’s and to make it look so beautiful for our 
Easter worship. My thanks also to those who had 
previously helped with the Churchyard ‘spring 
clean’. It looked much the better for it afterwards. 
We hope that you have all put Saturday 3rd 
June in your diaries as the Barton Turf and 
Irstead Churches’ Fete. 

St Michael’s wishes our Curate Taylor well as he 
moves to his new ministry in the City of London at 
the end of the month. We are extremely grateful 
for his thoughtful and perceptive ministry amongst 
us – he will be much missed. 

David Murrells, Churchwarden 
 

 

White House Stores 

Please see below for the Coronation 
Weekend Opening Times: 

Saturday 6th May 8.30am – 10 am 

** Get Here Early For Your Bread! ** 

Sunday 7th May 8.30am-12noon 

Monday 8th May 8.30am-10am 

Margaret and shop & committee teams 
margaret@whitehousestores.co.uk 

01692 631549 

 

St Peter’s Church, Neatishead 

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) 
takes place on Tuesday 23rd May following the 
10.30am Holy Communion Service. 

The first part of the meeting is when 
Churchwardens are elected, and any resident can 
take part in that election. Following this the 
accounts will be presented and reports from 
church officers received. Councillors for the 
coming year will then be elected. All are welcome 
to attend this meeting. 

We are still anxious to appoint a secretary – it is 
not necessary to be a Councillor or church 
attendee to undertake this task. There are very 
few meetings over a year – please speak to 
Pauline (07818 599303) if you feel you can help 
(in particular for the APCM). 

Grateful thanks to those who supported my 
Pilgrimage Presentation evening and those who 
supported the cake stall at the Easter Fair. 
Approximately £450 was raised for St Peters from 
these two events. 

We send sincere condolences to Anne Turner 
whose husband Revd Canon Edward Turner 
passed away in April. 

Pauline Simpson, Churchwarden 

 

St Benedict’s Benefice says farewell to The 
Rev’d Taylor Wilton-Morgan  

Taylor has served these parishes as our Curate 
for over two years and is now to take up the post 
of Assistant Priest at Great St Bartholomew in 
London. We would like to present Taylor with a 
leaving gift at his last service on Sunday 28th 
May at 11am at Horning Church. If you would like 
to make a contribution, please contact:  

Barton Turf Barbara Pilcher 01692 536132 
Irstead David Murrells 01692 631427 
Neatishead Pauline Simpson 07818 599303 

Please make cheques payable to: Horning 
Benefice. All contributions to be made by 15th 
May. 

Thank you 

 

From the Register 

15th April 2023, St Michael’s, Irstead, George 
Alistair Corson. Funeral and Burial. 

 

mailto:margaret@whitehousestores.co.uk
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New Victory Hall 
Celebrate the KIng’s Coronation 
at New Victory Hall! 

Come and join us for this special Concert 
screened LIVE from Windsor Castle on the BIG 
screen on Sunday 7th May from 7pm. All 
welcome including accompanied children. The 
flags will be out and there is a free glass of FIZZ! 
Bring your own food and drinks and join the party. 
Complementary tickets from White House Stores 
but as tickets are limited, don’t delay. 

Doreen Dean, doreen.dean@victoryhall.info 

The Easter Fair on Saturday 1st April was a great 
success: it was lovely to see so many people 
there. Many thanks to all who helped organise 
and everyone who attended. 

Events Team 
 

Gardening Club  

Roses are grown in many countries 
around the world. Here they are part of 

our history, are traditional in cottage gardens, and 
probably most people’s favourite flower. There 
have been rose breeders in Norfolk since way 
back last century, and many gold medals have 
been won at Chelsea by Norfolk grown roses. 

These days a dozen red roses can be bought for 
under a tenner. They each look alike, are 
perfectly formed, but they have no smell and their 
stems look awkwardly straight arranged in a vase. 
They just can’t compare with a fragrant bunch 
picked from the garden! So it was good to see the 
huge variety of beautiful roses available and learn 
about their long history when Simon White, from 
the famous rose growers at Attleborough was our 
speaker in April. 

In May we have our club outing to Pensthorpe 
and in June we are guests at two lovely gardens 
in Neatishead. And don’t forget the annual show 
on Saturday 15th July. 

Wendy Price 

 

Community Market & Café 
9am–12 Noon Saturday 13th May 

 

As usual we invite you to join us for coffee and a 
bacon buttie as you browse our stalls and enjoy 
the company of friends from across our 
community. 

 

 
Village Screen  

Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 2023  

We are delighted to be showing Roald Dahl's 
‘Matilda the Musical’ (Cert PG 117 mins) an 
inspirational musical tale of an extraordinary girl 
who discovers her superpower and summons 
remarkable courage, against all odds, to help 
others change their stories, whilst taking charge 
of her own destiny. Emma Thompson is superb 
as the huge and villainous Miss Trunchbull. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the New 
Victory Hall for tea/coffee and FREE POPCORN! 
We will be showing the film at an earlier time this 
month: 5.30pm for 6pm as the film is popular with 
children and they may like to come along 
accompanied by an adult. 

Tickets are £5 Adult and £2.50 Children. Advance 
booking is preferred by calling Christine on 01692 
631347 or alternatively tickets can be bought at 
White House Stores. Contactless payment is an 
option and unreserved tickets will be available on 
the door, numbers permitting. 

Village Screen Team 

 
Knit and Stitch 

We meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
of the month from 7-9pm in the Community Room 
of the New Victory Hall. This month these fall on 
10th and 24th May. We are a very informal group 
who enjoy knitting and crochet as well as other 
kinds of stitching projects. Look out for our red, 
white and blue bunting across the villages this 
month as we celebrate the coronation of King 
Charles on 6th May. Another date for your diary is 
the Woolly Weekend in Dilham on 10th and 11th 
June organised by the Worstead Guild of 
Spinners, Weavers and Dyers - more details next 
month. 

Claire Penstone-Smith, 
07760 643729, 01692 630580 

 

Barton Turf Bowls Club 

The winners for Guess the weight of the 
bowl at the Easter Fair were Otter Gibbs-Peel for 
the children’s competition and Patsy Clark for the 
adults’ competition. Congratulations to them both 
and to all those who took part. 
The bowls season is now underway and those 
who expressed an interest at the Easter Fair, and 
anybody else, are welcome to have a go. Roll-ups 
in May are on 2nd, 9th, 15th, 22nd, and 30th all at 
6.45pm. Roll-ups are normally on Monday 
evenings but vary in May because of the Bank 
Holidays. Looking forward to seeing you. 

Barbara Pilcher, Secretary 

mailto:doreen.dean@victoryhall.info
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Neatishead, Barton Turf and 
District WI 

What a busy afternoon we had in 
April! Our treasurer, Jane Moore, collected our 
new membership fees and we welcomed several 
new members, including our Norfolk Federation 
Chairman. Wonderful to have Margaret 
Collingwood join us. Our speaker, Liz Scott, gave 
the most entertaining talk as a maid from the 
1930s at Blickling Hall. She was an excellent 
speaker, very funny and with such a wealth of 
knowledge, that we were all amazed (and a little 
envious) of how she could remember so much. 
The new committee were introduced, future trips 
and walks organised, and the goodie bag and 
wooden spoon competition announced. A variety 
of displays were exhibited for members to look at 
and admire - our Green Hearts, 90 years of our 
WI and our Salver Cup competition entry that won 
1st prize for the People’s Choice last weekend. An 
amazing result. Congratulations to the winning 
team of Sally Church, Helene Hayden, Jo 
Macdougall, Trish Percival, Celia Scott and Pat 
Young. Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 
24th May at 2pm. We are celebrating the 
coronation by wearing red, white and blue, and 
drinking Prosecco! It’s never too late to join us so 
do come along. You will be warmly welcomed. 

Sally Church 
 

Community Gym  
Give your body a break! 

And break into a new routine to allow 
your body to burst into a new, 

healthier life! It’s easy, with the help of your local 
community gym. It really doesn’t take much, and 
a little exercise can make a big difference. 
Reduce the chance of diabetes, heart disease 
and a whole range of diseases and conditions. 
Just ask your Doctor! 

We’re a not for profit low key, low cost, relaxed 
facility for ordinary people like you, and you chose 
your own pace and goals. Gary, our friendly, 
experienced instructor will offer you a tailor made 
programme. There’s no need for specialist 
clothing either, anything comfortable can be worn. 
Our gym is for any body and every body! 

The Gym meets 3 mornings a week in the New 
Victory Hall. We offer a free trial for anyone who 
wants to pop in and take a look. The Gym can be 
reached via email gym@victoryhall.info, at 
https://www.neatisheadcommunitygym.com or by 
calling Gary on 07387 876216. Hope to see you 
there! Thank you. Your Community Gym. 
Neatishead Community Gym, here to help you, 
get Fit for Life! Phil Johnson 

 
Neatishead, Irstead and Barton 
Turf Community Heritage Group 

A fascinating presentation last month 
by Dr Ian Hinton of the Norfolk Historic Buildings 
Group took us on a tour around some of the 
Broadland Medieval Churches of which there are 
100 active and 34 redundant in the area from the 
smallest in Barnby near Beccles to the largest in 
Martham. Instead of a presentation this month, 
we are organising a guided visit to The Rosary 
Cemetery in Norwich on Sunday 14th May. This 
was the first non-denominational cemetery in the 
UK which opened in 1820 and can be found 
tucked away near Ketts Hill. Among the graves of 
many notable Norfolk people, we hope to find that 

of the Revd John Gunn, 
Rector of Irstead and Vicar 
of Barton Turf from 1829 to 
1869. John, born in Irstead 
in 1801, was one of the six 
children of the Revd 
William Gunn and Anne 
Mack.  When his father 
resigned the livings of 
Irstead and Barton Turf 

they were passed to him by Bishop Bathurst of 
Norwich. One of John Gunn’s great leisure 
interests was in the Natural Sciences, especially 
the local geology of Norfolk. Nearly one hundred 
years before it became accepted Gunn put 
forward the idea that the origin of the Broads 
were man-made by peat digging.  He was a 
founding member and first President of the 
Norwich Geological Society.  Resigning his 
Ministry in 1869, shortly after the death of his first 
wife Harriet Gunn (née Turner), who is buried at 
Irstead Church, he continued with his geological 
studies in his retirement. He died in 1890 and is 
buried at the Rosary Cemetery alongside his 
second wife Elizabeth Gunn, who died in 1922, 
but a large memorial to him can be found in 
Irstead Church. Numbers for the visit will be 
limited. If you would like more details, please 
contact me. 

Claire Penstone-Smith, claireps@btinternet.com 
07760 643739, 01692 630580 

 

Weather 

Exceptionally wet March but April 
closer to average. 

March’s monthly total of a huge 105.2mms/4.14in 
which is over twice the monthly average making 
up for the negligible rainfall in February. The 
highest daily total was 16.8mms/0.66in on the 9th 
and there were only 4 dry days. It was the wettest 
March for 42 years in England. 

John Gunn 

mailto:gym@victoryhall.info
https://www.neatisheadcommunitygym.com/
mailto:claireps@btinternet.com
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The lowest daytime temperature was 4.8’C on the 
10th when a strong North-Easterly brought hail 
and snow showers with a light covering in places. 

The highest daytime temperature was a warm 
18.2’C on the 30th. 

April’s recorded rainfall to date (up to 19th) is a 
healthy 45.6mms/1.8in and already reaching the 
monthly average. With further rain forecast in the 
next 10 days, we will see another above average 
monthly total. The highest daily total so far is 
11.2mms/0.44in on the 1st which is also when our 
lowest daily maximum temperature of 7.8’C was 
recorded. The highest daily maximum recorded 
so far is 15.8’C on the 16th and the lowest 
overnight temperature is -3.2’C on 3/4th. 

Peter Mills 
 

Horning Flower Club 

At our Easter meeting David Reeve, 
Chair of the Sandringham Flower 
Show, talked to us about the highs and 
lows of planning this marvellous Show. 
It was a fascinating insight, and we 

could see the justification for the reluctant 
increase of the entry price from the existing 
incredible £12 to a still good value £20. Quite 
simply, the hire cost of marquees, loos, military 
bands, grandstand, displays for the grandstand, 
St John Ambulance, generators, entertainment 
and water have all increased. For many years 
David worked with the Police in security for the 
royal family, so we heard some interesting and 
entertaining tales of life with the royals. David 
answered the question on everybody’s lips; that it 
simply isn’t viable to hold the Show for more than 
one day due not only to the aforementioned costs 
but also the availability of the working royals. Any 
money coming into the Show that is over and 
above the running costs goes to a different charity 
each year. Do try it if you haven’t been before – 
it’s still good value for a day out and there’s 
something for everyone. Wednesday 26th July is 
the date for the 140th Show and you may even get 
to shake the hand of the newly crowned King. 
The competition ‘Spring in a Basket’ was won by 
Bridget Hedge. Please note that due to the 
Coronation Bank Holiday Monday the next 
meeting has been changed to 15th May, which 
sees a welcome return to the ever popular 
Brenda Tubb whose demonstration is entitled 
‘Weddings, Weddings’ and the competition is ‘For 
a Wedding Table’. Anyone interested in joining 
the club should contact the secretary, Carole 
Swan, on 01692 536270. 

Rachel Clayton 

Neatishead Parish Council 

The local election results for Neatishead Parish 
Council have been published: all six councillors 
remain on the council via an uncontested 
election. These are unpaid positions and are the 
closest level the local authority has to its 
community. The role entails the councillors 
dedicating some free time for the good of the 
village. It can be challenging but is a very 
rewarding task. Therefore, it is with much 
gratitude that the councillors have continued to 
serve the village. The council is left with one 
vacant seat so it is not too late to join, for more 
information please contact Laura Bateman, the 
Parish Clerk, at neatishead.parish@gmail.com. 

Thank you to the speakers and other parishioners 
who joined the council at the Annual Parish 
Meeting on 20th April. It was interesting to hear 
the updates from local groups. 

The Broad's Authority have now completed a 
large scale refurbishment project at Neatishead 
Staithe: unfortunately the work took slightly longer 
than anticipated due to delays in receiving 
materials and adverse weather. However, 88 
meters at the south end of the mooring has now 
been refurbished with new piling and timber 
improving the area for many years to come. 
Unsurprisingly, there is some landscaping of the 
area required to bring it back to its former glory, 
however the ground is too wet now and will be 
worked on when conditions allow. 

The next meeting is the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting and normal monthly meeting due to be 
held at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th May 2023 at 
the New Victory Hall, Neatishead. 

Laura Bateman 
 

Neatishead White Horse Bowls Club –
Three Hammer Common, Common Road, 
NR12 8BP 

Big Thanks to the the White House Store. Our 
little display turned out to be very popular. Thanks 
to the lovely staff for their patience, whilst myself 
and friends caused some chaos. Coming up to 
the opening date it was all go, putting the finishing 
touches to the ground and green. Opening date 
was Saturday 15th April. Couldn’t have asked for a 
better Spring Day. Sun shining and birds singing. 
Personally, I would like to say a big thank you for 
all the support received. It was a wonderful 
turnout with old friends, even older friends we 
hadn’t seen for quite some time. Best of all some 
new friends who came to have a go; they played 
bowls for the first time. One of the ladies was 
partnered with the winning team and won a box of 

mailto:neatishead.parish@gmail.com
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chocolates. Everyone then joined in for the 
refreshments and a good natter. 
The Club is open every Saturday April to 
September for roll ups. Time 1.30 reception – 2 
start even if it should rain. If you want to have a 
go at any time outside these times, please 
Contact: Chair Cathy Smith 07810 586551 or 
Captain Denver Gurney 01603 783334. 

NIB articles, Chair Cathy Smith 07810 586551 
Captain Denver Gurney 01603 783334 

 

Can you help to re-ridge St Michael’s 
Church roof? 

We need £25,000 to re-ridge the thatched roof. 
The whole of the church roof was re-thatched in 
2000 and will last for up to 50 years but the ridge 
needs to be redone every 25 years as identified 
by a quinquennial architectural survey in 
November 2020. We have contracted Mick Aldred 
to do the work in late 2024/early 2025 and now 
we are launching an appeal to raise the funds. 

We would love to see you at the launch and if you 
have any questions, please get in touch. 

 
Maria Jordan maria_jordan@btinternet.com 

Fundraising Committee Lead 
 

Barton and Irstead Church Fete 

The fete will be on Saturday 3rd June at Barton 
Hall. As always a great deal of help is needed, 
phone numbers below are prefixed by 01692. 

Toy Stall - If you have any toys that you no longer 
need we would be pleased to receive them for the 
Fete. We can collect if necessary. Please phone 
either Barbara Pilcher on 536132 or Tina Clinch on 
536890. 
Children’s Tombola - If you have any small new or 
nearly new items for the children’s tombola please 
contact Claire Penstone-Smith on 630580 or Tina 
Clinch on 536890. 
Book Stall - Books required. If you have any books 
you would like to donate please contact Michael 
Brandon-Jones on 535065 to arrange collection/ 
delivery. 
Garden Stall - Anything related to gardens needed, 
plants, produce, eg: fruit, vegetables, cut flowers, 
unwanted tools. Contact Deena on 07785 770663 
or Dolly on 07395 181520. 
Teas - The success of the tea tent relies on a good 
supply of cakes and bakes. If you could supply such 
items it would be greatly appreciated, please 
contact Jan Cuss at jan.cuss@gmail.com. 
Small Treasure Stall - Wanted: jewellery, trinkets, 
ornaments, pictures, photo frames, glass, china 
figurines, silver, brass or small items. Contact Lynne 
on 536479 or Cheryl on 07387 267729. 
Cake Stall - Crumbs, it is that time of year again 
when we would be most grateful for your kind 
donations of cakes, scones and other goodies such 
as jams, chutneys, or other preserves. Items can be 
handed to any of those listed or brought to the stall 
on the day: Wendy Price 536183, Mandy Parks 
630325, Tina Clinch 536890, Susan Lamb 536240 
and Jude McGill 535580. Many thanks Gail Murrells 
631427 
Bottle Stall - The success of the bottle stall is very 
much dependent on your generosity with the 
donations of bottles of any content such as 
beverages whether alcoholic or otherwise, cookery 
items and toiletries. The following have very kindly 
agreed to act as collection points/collectors for the 
bottle stall. Pennygate - Lynne Wall 536490, Barton 
Turf – Barbara Pilcher 536132, Hall Road – Cheryl 
Pell 07387267729, and Irstead – Claire Penstone-
Smith 630580. Please contact your appropriate 
collector to arrange delivery to or collection by them. 
With my most grateful thanks in anticipation of your 
generous donations. David Murrells 631427. 

Help is always needed with putting up and taking 
down. Putting up is from 6pm on the Friday, 
weather permitting or 10am Saturday. If there is 
anyone who is willing to help on a stall, please get 
in touch with me on 536132. 

Barbara Pilcher 

mailto:maria_jordan@btinternet.com
mailto:jan.cuss@gmail.com
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Wildlife Notes  

The good news is that the garden Blue Tits 
have started making a nest in a box on the 
garage wall. The bad news is that it is inside a bat 
box which is, and has been for years, situated just 
above and to the right of my camera nestbox. 
Whilst I can see the birds taking beakfulls of 
grass and moss into the box I won’t be able to 

watch the progress of the nest as eggs are laid 
and chicks hatch. I feel a little sad as it’s the first 
time my camera box has been ignored and I shall 
miss watching them.  
Just after I had written my notes for the last 
edition of NIB the UK saw an invasion of Alpine 
Swifts. These birds migrate from West Africa to 
southern Europe to breed but do not usually 
reach Britain other than on rare occasions when 
individual birds are seen, usually no more than 
two or three birds a year. This year it appears that 
a funnel of south westerly winds has pushed the 
birds towards us and groups of up to 9 have been 
recorded together in Ireland.  

Alpine swifts are bigger than our usual swifts and 
have a distinctive white belly and throat so are 
quite different from the all brown common swifts 
who we will welcome back this month. Individual 
Alpine swifts have been seen at Cromer, 
Sheringham and Mundesley this spring with one 
bird roosting at night on Cromer church tower. As 
I write these notes in mid-April, Britain has seen 
another invasion of birds, this time Black-
Crowned Night Herons, with 33 birds recorded in 
Britain, although none so far in Norfolk. It is 
thought that severe droughts in parts of France 
and Spain may have pushed these birds away 
from their normal habitats. 

May is the best month to get out and see wildlife 
so make the most of warm days to see the first 
damselflies and to enjoy the spring flowers, 
especially the Bluebells. There is a tiny 
micromoth called the Bluebell Conch 
(Hysterophora maculosana) which has been 

spreading through Britain and was first recorded 
in Norfolk in recent times in 2012 although there 
are a couple of pre 1900 records. You may find it 
in May and June where Bluebells thrive because 
its caterpillars feed inside the plants’ seed 
capsules. It is a member of the Tortrix family and 
the moth is a mixture of white and black with 
some blue and brown markings.  

Finally, my usual reminder at this time of year to 
please keep your dogs on leads when walking in 
the countryside as the ground nesting birds are 
easily disturbed. 

Jerry Simpson 01692 630674 
simpsonj24@btinternet.com 

 

Barton Wildlife Working 
Party 

We are a group of wildlife 
enthusiasts who meet monthly 

to maintain habitats on Barton Common to 
promote species diversity. On Saturday 25th 
March, eleven of us spent 2 hours marking out 
paths, creating wildlife log piles and working on 
pond management. Paths will enable access for 
everyone to see the development of new habitats, 
the colonisation of new species and access for 
groups of school pupils to carry out pond dipping. 
Wildlife log piles will increase biodiversity on the 
common by giving home, food sources, shelter, 
and hibernacula to the smaller species. As the 
logs decay, they will provide a damp environment 
for a wide range of fungi and mosses. Pond 
management by removing willow saplings on 
pond edges will maintain light levels. Higher light 
levels in the pond are not only essential for 
photosynthesis which provides food and oxygen, 
but also helps maintain higher temperatures 
needed for breeding amphibians. 

Thanks to everyone that helped. There was a 
great sense of camaraderie and community spirit, 
resulting in an unexpected competition to produce 
the biggest and most unconventional wildlife log 
pile! If you would like to join us, then please 
contact me by email. There is no expectation that 
everyone turns up every month. 

Neil Sanderson nesanderson@yahoo.com 

 

From the Editor 
Many thanks to all who have kindly donated this 
month – we are very grateful. The collection box 
will be at the shop for a while longer yet and we 
honestly welcome all your help. If you would 
prefer to donate by BACS, please get in touch. 

Sue Clayton, Editor 07850 436211 
nibeditor1@gmail.com 

Blue Tit – Jon Kelf 

mailto:simpsonj24@btinternet.com
mailto:nesanderson@yahoo.com
https://d.docs.live.net/AppData/Local/Sophia/Documents/NIB/My%20NIBs/nibeditor1@gmail.com
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This month we have two Coronation pictures to colour in and a Word Search!  

Also, why don’t you find a nice flat rock and paint a Union Jack on it? See the 
example at the bottom of page 10. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

E T G L S T B W I N D S O R J Q A M 

S P H M G D N C O R N W A L L O B O 

C D N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D D 

O H N D U A R H M V N O C I Z T U G 

T T V A R X B S T N S G R A M W G N 

L L W R L E E F E R O F E K S R L I 

A A Y F E G G Z Y L O R T O E T H K 

N E E O R D N P H R R B I A R T L D 

D W C U U C B E C H U A T V E G L E 

X N A A T V P E F C G B H B N T E T 

G O L R C M I C K O R R A C G E O I 

N M A T E I A I P I H Z U C L P Y N 

I M P H T L N I T H I C A B A O Q U 

K O G U I G A A L L I M R D N V I W 

D C V R H O I D E L I L C U D I A N 

C W S A C N D Q B L I T I I H L D E 

L R M F R I P O L O P W E P E C V E 

C U J N A W R A A W L K T S O F W B 

Air Force Environment 
Architecture George 
Arthur Great Britain 
Buckingham Harry 
Camilla King 
Castle Northern Ireland 
Charles Palace 
Church of England Philip 
Commonwealth Polo 
Cornwall Scotland 
Diana United Kingdom 
Edinburgh Wales 
Elizabeth William 
England Windsor 
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April 2023 ADVERTS 
M STUDIO HAIRDRESSING at Ikens, 
Smallburgh Road, Barton NR12 8AP. Please call 
Maz 01692 630744. 

HOME VISITING CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST 
Fully qualified, 28 years’ experience, friendly 
service. Telephone Ellen 07470 875647. 

YOGA CLASSES with Clare Badham at New 
Victory Hall, Wednesdays 18.15-19.45, £8.50 
booked in advance, or £9 drop in. 07557 353723. 
www.YogaBreeze.co.uk. 

ANTHONY HOWARD & SON - Specialising in 
Bathrooms & wet rooms. All plumbing, plastering, 
tiling, carpentry etc. Please call 07954 224216. 

STEVEN LUXFORD Experienced local decorator. 
Please call 01603 891662 or 07786 510558 for a 
free quote. 

THE MOWER DOCTOR for garden machinery, 
service and repairs. Extremely competitive prices 
with no VAT. Free collection and drop off service. 
Wroxham based. Please call 01603 291927 or 
07799 530015. 

LOCAL SMALL BUILDER Andy Payne, based 
locally, over 20 years of experience, including 
brickwork, plastering, tiling and decorating. Tel 
01603 737807 or 07706 991443. 

BROADLANDS HOME MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES for all your DIY needs: painting, 
decorating, tiling, kitchen & bathroom fitting, 
fencing, patios, decking & roof repairs etc. Please 
call Shane on 07834 915732. 

COMPUTER REPAIRS. All makes and types of 
PC, laptop or tablet repaired - NO FIX, NO FEE! 
Any tech equipment setup or configured. We 
come to you. Free collection & delivery. NR12 
area only. Call 07368 988196 - djpcrepairs.co.uk. 

GARDEN BIRD DIRECT sunflower hearts, 
peanuts, seed mixes and more! Free delivery by 
Rose & Peter. Please call 01493 740288 or email 
gardenbirddirect@aol.com. 

QUALIFIED MUSIC TEACHER: Over 10 years’ 
experience on piano, keyboard, double bass, 
trumpet and theory. DBS registered. Please 
contact Liz on 07761060829. 

CHIMNEY SWEEP Mike Wicks & Son. Fully 
insured. Certificate issued. Please call either 
01692 536592 or 01603 387400. 

GREEN CLEAN WITH NO MESSY PRESSURE 
WASHING Environmentally friendly cleaning for 
patio, decking, walls, stonework, decorative stone 
& more. Remove algae, black spot & stains. For 
advice & more info call Nigel 07764962627. 

GLEAMING GUTTERS Gutter clearing and 
washing, plus washing of fascias soffits barge 
boards etc. Conservatory cleaning & pressure 
washing to patios paths etc. Free friendly quote. 
Lance 07771 363702 or 01603 782112. 

COLIN the PLUMBER oil, gas, and electric 
boilers and oil tanks. All types of plumbing 
services. Please call Colin on 01692 670657 or 
07990 650331. 

SAM THE LADY SWEEP Wood burners, open 
fires, agas etc. Guild of Master Sweeps trained. 
HETAS registered, NVQ qualified. Please call 
07835 476106, www.samtheladysweep.co.uk. 

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL ELECTRICIAN Glen 
Rogers Electrical. From an electric shower to a 
garden light. Give us a ring on 01692 538515. 

LOCAL GARDENER weeding, pruning and 
hedges. Please ring or text Joe on 07760 304160. 

SIMONS KITCHENS & BATHROOMS design, fit 
& supply and other home improvements. Please 
contact Simon for more info on 07368 982830 or 
at simons.kitchens1990@gmail.com. 

1st CLASS AERIALS new TV aerial, free 
view/sky/freesat or extra TV points. HD over 
Ethernet. Please call 01692 670901 or mobile on 
07725 182952. 

GRASS CUTTING also pruning, shed and fence 
painting and garage/shed sorting. Light garden 
tasks. Please call Carol on 01692 630478 or 
mobile 07879 442860. 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE Wills & 
Power of Attorneys, Probate and Executor 
Service, very competitive rates to local residents. 
HOME VISITS available or at Hoveton office. Call 
Martin Smith on 01603 273590 or 07584 030071. 

WINDOW CLEANER locally established window 
cleaner. Call or text Zak 07585 919093. 

DAVID WRIGHT Painting & decorating. 
Established since 1997. Horning based. Call 
01692 631366. 

MARINE ELECTRICIAN 35 years’ experience. 
Installation, fault finding, repairs & spares. Fully 
insured. Please phone Steve on 07958 679118. 

NORFOLK FOOT MOBILE HEALTH CARE 
Routine care, diabetic foot care, corns and callus 
verrucae and fungal nails. Please call Richard 
Parnell Dip FH BSc Econ Hons 07766 167562. 

C&B GARDEN SERVICES for Garden 
Maintenance and Pest Control, specialising in 
WASPS & MOLES, rabbits & squirrels etc. For 
FREE QUOTE please call Clive 01692 538356 or 
07867 632572. 

http://www.yogabreeze.co.uk/
http://djpcrepairs.co.uk/
http://www.samtheladysweep.co.uk/
mailto:simons.kitchens1990@gmail.com


10 

LANCE BUCKINGHAM CARPENTRY all 
building work undertaken, incl kitchen fitting, 
extensions, refurbishment, roofing, fencing, 
decking & maintenance. Phone: 07795 210522 or 
01603 720229, lance@lb-carpentry.co.uk. 

ROOF REPAIRS scaffolding, flat roofs, pitched 
roofs & chimney repairs. Also fascias & gutters. 
All high-level maintenance work undertaken. Ring 
Leighton for a quote or advice 07766 563513.  

COMPUTERS: friendly IT Tuition and Support. 
Please contact Jamie jamienickerson@live.co.uk 
or 07747 450776. 

KC WASTEWATER Service and repairs to all 
make of domestic sewage treatment plants. Over 
30 years’ experience, Felmingham based. Please 
call 01692 402747 or 07975 620630. Website 
www.kcwastewater.co.uk. 

LOGS FOR SALE barn stored, seasoned 
firewood, delivered locally. £132 a full load, £70 a 
half load. Contact jamienickerson@live.co.uk or 
07747 450776.  

SWIMINABARN – Private swimming in unique 
barn conversion. From £11 for 30-minute slot. 
Max 6 people. Please call 07468 458403 
www.swiminabarn.co.uk. 

MICHELLE STEPHENS DECORATING 
interior/exterior Please call 07866 726178 
www.mdec.me. 

PAINTING & DECORATING by Chris Ryan. 
Prompt and professional. Free quotation. 01692 
631194 or 07758 127983. 

OLD MILL GARAGE Car MOTs 20% off. Other 
vehicle repairs at competitive prices. K Roll 
Motors, Barton Turf 01692 536926. 

CHIMNEY SWEEP Member of guild of master 
sweeps. Fully insured. Clean and efficient. All 
work certificated. All solid fuel appliances. Call 
Harry on 07799 484012 or 01263 833362. 

LOCAL SEASONED FIREWOOD free delivery 
various load sizes available, starting at £80. To 
book a delivery or for more information, please 
call 07551 753127. 

PLATTEN PEST CONTROL specialising in the 
management of wasps, rats, mice, moles, and 
rabbits. Free survey. Please contact us on 01692 
631173 or 07711 391839. 

EAST ANGLIAN TANKERING SERVICES a 
local cesspool and septic tank disposal service, 
also blocked drains cleared. Smallburgh based. 
Tel 07988 020984/ 07988 406305 
www.eatankering.co.uk. 

L HARMER TREE SERVICES for all aspects of 
tree surgery and professional advice. Please 
contact Liam on 07584124710. Over 20 years’ 
experience. Fully qualified and insured. Free 
quotations. 

 
NEW ADVERTISEMENTS 

• £1.25 a line, maximum five lines. 
• Payable by bank transfer please.  
• Please email the team at  nibadverts@gmail.com 

or contact Sue Clayton on 07850 436211. 

 
All contributions welcome to The NIB, but please 
note the Team reserves the right to amend or omit 
items. We also start the magazine from the first of 
the month, and therefore events in the previous 
month will not be advertised.  Views expressed are 
those of the named author. No responsibility can be 
accepted for any content or errors. Everybody who 
sends in articles, including advertisers, 
automatically consent to having their details 
published on the Internet, unless specifically 
requested otherwise, in which case we will 
endeavour to omit details before uploading onto the 
churches’ websites. 

 

 

Union Jack painted rock: 

 

 

 
 

Magazine Team for February 2023 – December 2023 
News & dates: Sue Clayton (Editor) – 07850 436211 - nibeditor1@gmail.com 

Dates: Margaret Maxwell (Deputy Editor) – 07460 740700 - nibdeputyeditor1@gmail.com 
Adverts: Sue Clayton (Manager) - 07850 436211 - nibadverts@gmail.com 

NIB Postals: Jane King (Deputy Manager) - 01692 630002 - janeelizabethking@hotmail.com 
NIB Kids: Georgina Grocott - 07900 411103 - nibskids12@gmail.com 

NIB Treasurer: Mandy Parks 07547 697010 – nibfinancials@gmail.com 
 

DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE EDITION – 19th May 2023 

mailto:jamienickerson@live.co.uk
http://www.kcwastewater.co.uk/
mailto:jamienickerson@live.co.uk
http://www.swiminabarn.co.uk/
http://www.eatankering.co.uk/
mailto:nibadverts@gmail.com
../../../../AppData/Local/Sophia/Documents/NIB/My%20NIBs/nibeditor1@gmail.com
mailto:nibdeputyeditor1
mailto:nibadverts@gmail.com
mailto:janeelizabethking@hotmail.com
mailto:nibskids12@gmail.com
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Diary Dates for May 2023 

 

Monday 1st 2 – 4.30pm St Michael’s Church Roof Appeal launch 
5.30 for 6pm Village Screen, ‘Matilda the Musical’ (117 mins PG, 2022) 

Tuesday 2nd  6.45pm Barton Turf Bowls Club Roundup. See page 3 for other dates 
Wednesday 3rd 10.15am Mobile Library, Pennygate, Barton Turf NR12 8BE 
   10.35am Mobile Library, Ex-Post Office, Barton Turf NR12 8BB 
   10.55am Mobile Library, Staithe Road, Barton Turf NR12 8AZ 
Thursday 4th 2 - 4pm Knit & Natter, Wroxham Library. Not just for knitters! 
Sunday 7th 7pm  Coronation Concert, NVH 
Wednesday  10th 7 - 9pm Knit & Stitch, Community Room, NVH 
Thursday  11th  10 - noon Friends & Neighbours, Mardle & Quiz 
Saturday 13th 9 - noon Community Market & Café, NVH 
Monday 15th 2pm   Horning Flower Club, Horning Village Hall 
Thursday 18th 2 - 4pm Knit & Natter, Wroxham Library. Not just for knitters! 
   7.30pm Neatishead Parish Council Meeting, NVH 
Friday  19th    Deadline for June Edition of The NIB 
Saturday 20th 10 - noon Coffee Morning, St Michael and All Angels, Barton Turf 
Sunday 21st 10 – 3pm Craft Fair, Broadland Youth & Community Centre, Hoveton 

Tuesday 23rd 10.30 am Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) at Neatishead Church 
Wednesday 24th 10.10am Mobile Library, Pitt Corner, Neatishead, NR12 8BT 
   11.15am Mobile Library, Council Houses, Ashmanhaugh, NR12 8YL 
   2 - 4pm WI, NVH 
   7 - 9pm Knit & Stitch, Community Room, NVH 
Thursday  25th 10 – noon Friends & Neighbours, Rosie Wilkin, Medicine through the Ages, NVH 
Saturday 27th 10 - 11.30am  Hope Café, Neatishead Baptist Church NR12 8YF 
 
 
 

 

Future Dates 
 
3rd June  Barton & Irstead Church Fete, Barton Hall 
10th-11th June  Woolly Weekend, Dilham 
15th July  Village Show 
6th August  Wroxham & Hoveton Lyons Club Charity Village Fete, Hoveton Village Hall 
   
 
For the New Victory Hall regular activities weekly programme see their website, www.victoryhall.info 
 

 
Local Services and Contact Details 
• New Victory Hall Street Hill, Neatishead, Norfolk, NR12 8AD 

   Bookings by email bookings@victoryhall.info or phone 07551 008065 

• White House Stores Community Shop 
Irstead Road, Neatishead NR12 8BJ, 01692 631549 
To join the Community Shop Membership please email info@whitehousestores.co.uk  

• White Horse Inn  The Street, Neatishead, NR12 8AD, 01692 630828  
 

 
Parish Council Clerks 
• Barton & Irstead: Nicola Ledain, bartonturfirsteadpc@yahoo.com 

• Neatishead: Laura Bateman, neatishead.parish@gmail.com 
 

 
DEFIBRILLATOR located at New Victory Hall, Street Hill, Neatishead NR12 8AD 

Also at Cox's Boatyard Toilet Block, Staithe Road, Barton Turf NR12 8AZ 

mailto:bookings@victoryhall.info
mailto:info@whitehousestores.co.uk
mailto:neatishead.parish@gmail.com
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Benefice of St Benedict  

5th May 5pm ....... Coronation Songs of Praise 

 ............................................. Horning 

7th May 11am ..... Benefice Service (Coronation  

 Thanksgiving) ..... Barton Turf 

14th May 

9.30am .. HC ............... Ashmanhaugh 

10.30am Christian Aid Service .. NBC 

11am ..... HC ......................... Horning 

6pm ....... EP .................... Barton Turf 

21st May 9.30am .. MP ......................... Horning 

9.30am .. HC (BCP) ................ Irstead 

11am ..... MP ............... Ashmanhaugh 

11am ..... HC .................... Barton Turf 

28th May 11am ..... HC (BHC)  ............. Horning 

(Rev’d Taylor’s last service) 

HC: Holy Communion EP: Evening Prayer 

BCP: Book of Common Prayer  MP: Morning Prayer 

BHC: Benefice Holy Communion  

In the months following, the services in the Benefice of 
St Benedict will be reduced to one Eucharistic service 
in the Benefice each Sunday, plus one service of 
Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer per month (also 
on Sundays). This is to ensure a consistent and 
sustainable pattern throughout the interregnum, until a 
new Incumbent arrives. Enormous thanks go to all 
those working so hard to make this possible: retired 
clergy, readers, church wardens, and PCC members. 
TBWM 

Parish Church Wardens 
Neatishead ..... Pauline Simpson... 01692 630674 
Irstead ............ David Murrells ...... 01692 631427 
Barton Turf ..... Barbara Pilcher ..... 01692 536132 

 

Neatishead Baptist Church 

3rd May 2pm Fellowship Meeting 
7th May   10.30am Fred and Mary 
12th May  10am Prayer Meeting 
14th May  10.30am Joint Christian Aid service at 

Baptist Church 
17th May 2pm Fellowship Meeting 
21st May 10.30am Rev Sue Seeley 

27th May  10am Hope Café 
28th May  10.30am Fellowship Praise 
31st May 2pm Fellowship Meeting 

Hope Café meets for fellowship, coffee, games 
etc. 10am to 11.30am on the last Saturday of the 
month. Everyone is welcome for a bit of fun and 
fellowship. 

Fellowship Meeting 14th, 24th and 28th March at 
2pm. Bible study, worship and prayer fortnightly. 

Please contact the secretary for more details. 
Secretary: Sue Gibbons 

secretary@neatisheadbaptistchurch.org.uk  

Roman Catholic Churches 

• St Helen, Hoveton, NR12 8QJ.  
Saturday Mass at 5.30pm.  
Wednesday Mass at 9.30am. 

• Sacred Heart, Norwich Road, North Walsham, 
NR28 9JP.  

Sunday Mass at 11am. 
Parish Priest: Father Peter Raj 

01692 403258, parishpriestfrpeter@gmail.com 

 
Wroxham & Hoveton United Reformed 
Church 
Minister: Vacant. For any pastoral concerns 
please contact the church secretary: 

Lynne Howard, 01603 738835. 
lmhoward100@btinternet.com . 

Do join us for any, or all the following services: 

7th May 10.30am Service, led by Mr Mike 
Gibbs 

14th May  10.30am Service led by Rev Carole 
Pearl, including Holy 
Communion. 

21st May 10.30am Service led by Rev Rosemary 
Tusting. 

28th May  10.30am 10.30 Service led by Carole 
Pearl 

 

JAM Children’s Church welcomes all children 
aged 4 to 14. We meet from 10.15 to 11.45am in 
the Church Hall on 5th and 19th March. We have 
Bible stories, cooking, games and lots of fun 
whilst learning more about Jesus. For more detail, 
please contact Chris Billing on 01603 783992 or 
chris.billing@ukbis.com. 

The Community Café meets for coffee and 
cakes from 10.30am to 12 noon on Thursdays. All 
are welcome, there is no charge.  

We look forward to seeing friends old and new. 
Secretary: Lynne Howard, 01603 738835 

lmhoward100@btinternet.com 

 

 

NIB Deadline for our June  

Edition is 19th May 

mailto:secretary@neatisheadbaptistchurch.org.uk
mailto:parishpriestfrpeter@gmail.com
mailto:lmhoward100@btinternet.com
mailto:chris.billing@ukbis.com
mailto:lmhoward100@btinternet.com

