ASHMANHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL

05 January 2010

Minutes of the Ashmanhaugh Parish Council meeting

held on 05 January 2010 in the Preston Rooms



Present:    Councillors

Councillor N Sharpe - Chair

Councillor N Coleman – Vice Chair







Councillor T Hannant

Councillor Mrs R Buxton

Councillor Miss S Hewitt 

Councillor G Beales





Officer

Mrs G Sharpe – Clerk to the Council

             In Attendance -
6 Parishioners





Councillor N Dixon - County Councillor and District Councillor





PCSO P. Berkley

1
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Cllr G Saunders who was ill with a chest infection.

2
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.


3
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

It was agreed and resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 03 November 2009 and they were signed by the Chair. 

The Councillors were informed that the Clerk was continuing to ask the cricket club to repair the defective manhole on the common. The Chair outlined the contents of an email he had received from Doug Riley where he states that the manhole cover is perfectly alright, in the opinion of the cricket club.  Mr Riley offered to meet members of the Council and Cllrs Ms S Hewitt, G Beale and N Coleman volunteered to attend. The Chair said he was in contact with NNDC Environmental Health Dept for advice, and he was asked to arrange the meeting when the advice had been received.

4
PUBLIC SPEAKING

The Meeting was then Called Off to allow those attending to address the Council.


PCSO Phil Berkley introduced himself as the latest member of the Hoveton SNT. He pointed out the Ashmanhaugh had an enviable crime rate; there were no reported crimes in the past two months. He said that the team in Hoveton, was being beefed up with equipment and an extra warranted officer, due to the crime level there. Also, that the information on insurance premiums had been clarified and that the Parish Council had passed this on to the residents. As one of the main complaints from parishes was concerning speeding, along with the SAM initiative, proposals for PCSOs to have extra powers were being developed. SAM information can be found at www://makesamsmile.org.uk. He then answered questions from the floor and confirmed that there had been no reported crime from the CPL site.

A report was given by Cllr N Dixon (NNDC and NCC). He asked if there were any comments about winter gritting. The response was that the village was quite satisfied with the Norfolk County Council gritting and that it was not expected that the roads in the village would be gritted. 

There was a proposal to turn off some street lights between midnight and 5am and he asked for comments. The Chair said that the Council had not been invited to comment. Cllr Dixon reminded the meeting that the Boundary Committee had made its recommendations to the Secretary of State and that there were the next eight week in which anyone could make comment. The Clerk asked him to make NNDC aware of the difficulties with printing the LDF site specific consultation details.

A parishioner asked if the weighbridge at the CPL depot was a public weighbridge due to the number of HGVs going to site. He was informed that it was not. It was suggested that the village should have a weight restriction. This will be raised at the Annual Parish Meeting. A councillor suggested that concerned residents should write to their Member of Parliament – Mr Norman Lamb.

Cllr Ms Hewitt stated that the Council agreed to replace the manhole cover on the common, 

at the Annual Parish Meeting (APM), two years ago. It was pointed out that the Council did not have the powers to carry out such a task but that the Clerk would check the minutes of past APMs to see what had been recorded. (The Clerk subsequently checked and found that the manhole condition had been raised at APM on 15 May 2007, item 7.1, where the matter was taken up by the representative of the cricket club. As nothing was raised at the APM in 2008 when the minutes were read, it was accepted the matter had been settled).

The meeting was then Called On again

5 CORRESPONDENCE

5.1 It was agreed that all Councillors had seen the items shown on the Circulation List with the exception of Cllrs Mrs R Buxton and Ms S Hewitt who were awaiting the circulation folder dated 14/12/09.

5.2 It was confirmed that a letter from the Clerk, concerning insurance costs as a result of the NR12 post code, had been sent to each household with the January/February 2010 Newsletter.

5.3 Legal Advice and Information, by the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) about Adoption of BT Phone Kiosks, had been circulated to all Councillors.  This confirmed that Adoption costs and liabilities were as Councillors discussed on the

25 November 2008.

5.4 Correspondence received since 29 December 2009:-
a) A complaint about the new security light at the CPL depot on Rectory Road had been passed to NNDC Environment Dept. As they had received another complaint a case file has been opened by them for further investigation.

6 FINANCIAL MATTERS

6.1 It was agreed and resolved to approve the presented accounts for the period 01 April to 31 December 2009. Proposed Cllr Mrs R Buxton.

6.2 It was agreed and resolved to pay

a) Re-imbursement to the Clerk for printing ink and stationery items - £68.60

b) BT Payphones Sponsorship of telephone kiosk £345.00

c) Quality Council submission £58.75.  The folio will be submitted on 06 January 2010.

The cheques for these payments were signed by two Councillors.

7
PLANNING MATTERS

7.1 
Ref: 09/0985 East View Farm, Stone Lane - Erection of 18.3m high Wind Turbine.

The Clerk reported that North Norfolk District Council had granted this application in accordance with the submitted plans and specified conditions.

8 REPORTS and INFORMATION ON MEETINGS AND TRAINING
a. The Council Training Policy was reviewed and it was agreed no changes were required.  Proposed Cllr Mrs R Buxton.

b. It was agreed that the report on the Gypsy and Traveller Conference held on 

04 November 2009 had been circulated to all Councillors for information.

c. It was agreed that the report on North Norfolk District Council Parish and Town Council AGM, held on 11 November 2009, had been circulated to all Councillors for information.

d. It was agreed that the report on the Norfolk ALC/NNDC Planning Matters meeting, held on the evening of 23 November 2009, at Southrepps Village Hall, had been circulated to all Councillors for information.

e. Cllr N Coleman volunteered to attend the ‘Norfolk Police Authority Open Meeting - Budget 2010/2011’ on 21 January 2010.

9 Parish Plan
It was agreed and resolved that that the Council should organise an open day in early April 2010, to review the progress on the Parish Plan. The Preston Room Management Committee, activity groups and the PCC should be invited to join in to provide a similar event as that at the launch.

10 Renewable Energy
The Chair invited members to consider if the Council should investigate and commission a feasibility study about providing a community energy farm for the Parish. Any surplus from the project would be invested in the parish. Members were asked to give their comments at the March 2010 meeting. 
Cllrs Ms S Hewitt and G Beales said that the parishioners should be consulted before anything is progressed.

11 Meetings
a. It was agreed and resolved to hold the Annual Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 

04 May 2010 and the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 18 May 2010.

b. It was agreed and resolved to accept the draft calendar of meetings for March 2010 to March 2011.

The regular meetings of the Parish Council will be held on:-

Tuesday 02 March 2010

Tuesday 06 July 2010

Tuesday 07 September 2010

Tuesday 02 November 2010 

Tuesday 04 January 2011 

Tuesday 01 March 2011

12 Members Matters

There were no matters for future meetings.

The meeting closed at 21.00

The next meeting of Ashmanhaugh Parish Council will be held on

Tuesday 02 March 2010
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The Parish Clerk
Farthings,  Stone Lane, Ashmanhaugh

NR12 8YR
01603 782209

jill.sharpe@tiscali.co.uk


