ASHMANHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ashmanhaugh Parish Council meeting
held on 06 January 2009 in the Preston Rooms



Present:    Councillors

Councillor N Sharpe - Chair






Councillor T Hannant
Councillor Mrs R Buxton

Councillor G Saunders 
Councillor G Beales







Councillor Miss S Hewitt




Officer

Mrs G Sharpe – Clerk to the Council
             In Attendance -
Three Parishioners




District Councillor N Dixon (NNDC) (part)




Sarita Presland (Norfolk Association of Local Councils)

After members of the public had addressed the members, the meeting commenced at 7.08pm.

1
Apologies for Absence



Apologies were received from Cllr Noel Coleman and PCSO Mary Turner
2
Declarations of Interest

Declarations were received from Cllr Mrs R Buxton – Item 13 and Cllr N Sharpe – Item 7.3.

3
Minutes of the previous meeting

It was agreed and resolved to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 04 November and 25 November 2008.
4
Matters Arising from the Minutes which are not on the Agenda
4.1
Re: Item 5.1 of the minutes for 04 November 2008.  It was agreed and resolved to add the words ‘without modification’ after the words ‘adoption of the Freedom of Information Act Model Publication scheme’.
5
Sarita Presland, Parish Liaison Officer of Norfolk Association of Local Councils 

Sarita Presland gave a presentation on Quality Parish Status (QPS).  She said the Parish Council represents local communities and QPS was how this could be demonstrated.  She outlined the criteria for recognition but pointed out that this is what councils should be doing anyway. She provided some testimonials from successful councils.  Achievement of QPS proves that you are competent and puts the Council in a better position when dealing with both the District and County Councils.  The County Council has already set up a fast track contact for Quality Councils in Norfolk.  She pointed out that Ashmanhaugh was in the North Norfolk District Council Area 4.  This area has no QPS councils so for Ashmanhaugh to achieve QPS would be a positive advantage and add credibility thus requiring no further assessment to obtain delegated powers. 
She also drew to the attention of the meeting that Ashmanhaugh Parish Council was doing most of that required for QPS and the Clerk was close to achieving her Certificate in Local Council Administration (CiLCA).  There was no reason why the Council could not achieve QPS this year and become the smallest council in the County so to do.  After a question and answer session, Sarita Presland left the meeting.
6
Correspondence

With the Agenda, Councillors were presented with the schedule of correspondence circulated since the previous meeting. There were no comments.

The report from the PCSO stated that for the period 04/11/08 – 05/01/09 there were 6 calls to the police.  Two were relating to abnormal loads one of which was stuck on Stone Lane.  There were no reported crimes during the period.
6.1 The Clerk informed the meeting that BT has returned the signed agreement for the sponsoring of the telephone kiosk.  A solicitor was consulted as to the satisfaction of the agreement and to give opinion on the correct Power to use  (Section 137 (4)(a)).  The account has yet to be rendered but, when it was, it would need to be paid before the next regular meeting in March.  It was agreed that the Council would review its’ position regarding the sponsorship at the July 2009 meeting.  The Chair brought to the attention of Members the effect the cost would have on this and future years, budgets.  It would mean reducing the grant to St Swithins’ Church and removing that to the Preston Room Management Association (the hire of the room will be paid at the normal rate).  Small savings have been made elsewhere as indicated on the revised budget sheet, but the Council would need to be prudent to avoid overspending.

6.2 The Members acknowledged having seen the revised National salary scales for local council clerks.

6.3 There were no volunteers for the vacancy on the Norfolk ALC Executive Committee but the Clerk asked that if anyone had second thoughts, to let her know.
6.4 The Clerk informed the meeting that she had written to Norfolk County Council concerning the carriageway deterioration at the north end of Church Road and that repairs were to be effected.
6.5 The Clerk outlined the changes to and relaxation of, planning rules and directed Members to the websites:  http://www.planningportal.gov.uk  and http://www.north-norfolk.gov.uk .  She also said the advice was still to talk to the Planning Authority before doing anything.

6.6 It was agreed and resolved to accept the completed Freedom of Information Act Publication Schedule.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs R Buxton.

6.7 Correspondence received since 30 December 2008
1
Norfolk Police Authority Open Meeting re their budget for 2009/10 will be 
held at Wymondham Police Headquarters on Thursday 29th January 2009.

Councillor N Coleman will be attending.



2
A consultation on the Code of Recommended Practice of Local Authority 

Publicity is to run between now and Thursday 12 March 2009.  This will be circulated and Councillors were asked to get their comments to the Clerk by the 1st March 2009.

3 The design of the new green de-restriction sign was shown to Councillors.
7
Financial Matters
7.1 It was agreed and resolved to approve the presented accounts for the period 
01 April – 31 December 2008.  Proposed by Cllr G Saunders.
7.2 It was agreed and resolved to authorise the following payments:-

a
Expenses for the Parish Plan Open Evening held on the 18th November 2008 in the sum of £55.56.

b
To pay Nicholas Hancox Solicitors for legal advice in connection with the telephone kiosk sponsorship in the sum of £287.50.
7.3 Cllr N Sharpe, having declared an interest, passed the Chair of the meeting to 

Cllr G Saunders and left the room. Cllr G Saunders read a statement concerning the Clerks pay and the process involved which was agreed by the Members.

8 Complaints Procedure
It was agreed and resolved to adopt the Councils’ Administration Complaints Procedure.

9 Planning Matters
Tesco Stores Limited.  Old Market Road.  Stalham.   

Ref 20081644/Grid Ref TG37212499
It was agreed and resolved by majority vote, to support this application.  For 3, Against 3 and the casting vote of the Chair for the proposal.  

10 Local Government Review
The Council was told that the submission had been referred back to the Boundary Committee for further consultation, by the Secretary of State and it would be resubmitted in about six weeks.  Meanwhile, should anyone wish to make further comments they should write to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government.  
11 Training and Meetings
11.1 It was agreed and resolved to adopt the Training Plan as recommended by Norfolk ALC.
11.2 The minutes of the North Norfolk District Council Annual Parish and Town Council Conference had been circulated to Councillors with their Agenda.  There were no comments or questions.
11.3 There were no volunteers to attend the North Norfolk Community Partnership Annual Stakeholder Conference on 26th February 2009.  The Clerk informed the meeting the she and the Chair would attend.

11.4 The Clerk informed the meeting that Norfolk ALC was preparing a programme of training for Councillors and Clerks.  Further information will be circulated.  If anyone would like to attend they were asked to put their names forward to the Clerk.
12 Parish Plan
The Chair gave an update on the Plan.  It is now at the writing and development stage.  Publication is still expected to be in early April 2009.

13 Grass-cutting on the Common
Cllr Mrs Buxton left the room for this item.

It was agreed and resolved to appoint Mr H Buxton unless insurance could be obtained for an offer made by a parishioner.

RGM will be informed as soon as the situation is confirmed.

14
Annual Parish Council meeting and Annual Parish meeting Dates

It was agreed and resolved to hold:-


The Annual Parish Council Meeting on Tuesday 05 May 2009

The Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 19 May 2009

Proposed by Cllr T Hannant.

15
Members Matters

Cllr Miss Hewitt asked that the following two items could be included on the March agenda:-

1 The Common

2 Chess and Games Club Awards.

The meeting closed at 8.26pm.
Will Councillors please note:-
The Next Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on
Tuesday   03 March 2009 at 7.00 pm
Items for the Agenda should be handed to the Parish Clerk

by
 Friday 20th February 2009
PAGE  
3
12 January 2009
            The Parish Clerk
Farthings

Stone Lane

Ashmanhaugh

Norwich

NR12 8YR

01603 782209

jill.sharpe@tiscali.co.uk


