ASHMANHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Ashmanhaugh Parish Council meeting
held on 02 March 2010, at 7.00pm in the Preston Rooms



Present:    Councillors

Councillor N Sharpe - Chair
Councillor N Coleman – Vice Chair






Councillor T Hannant
Councillor Mrs R Buxton

Councillor Miss S Hewitt 
Councillor G Beales







Councillor G Saunders




Officer

Mrs G Sharpe – Clerk to the Council
             In Attendance -
1 Parishioner




Councillor N Dixon - County Councillor and District Councillor





PCSO Lucy Collyer
1 Apologies
Apologies were received from Mrs A Mulhall.

2 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Cllr Miss Hewitt stated that Item 4, paragraph 5, line 2 “… two years ago” in the draft minutes, was incorrect. She wished it to read “…a few years ago.” It was agreed to give to Miss Hewitt’s request and the alteration was made.  The minutes of the meeting 05 January 1010 were then agreed and signed by the Chair. 

     4
      Public Speaking
The Meeting was then Called Off to allow those attending to address the Council.


4.1 A report was given by Cllr N Dixon (NNDC and NCC). He said that the County 
Council proposed to raise council tax by 1.9% and North Norfolk District Council by 2.8%. He had expressed his concern with the level of the District Council increase with that Council.

He further reported that the County Council has formed a Working Group to look at mobile ‘phone/Broadband coverage in Norfolk and to explore methods of improving and increasing its’ provision. They are gathering information on the social, economic and cultural impact of slow Broadband and would like any evidence on the effect of poor performance in our area.
The decision on a Unitary Council for Norwich was the subject of challenges, one judiciary and one parliamentary.

4.2 
 Mrs Anne Mulhall was unable to attend to give her address about the Preston Rooms “Community Ambition Award” bid. The Chair agreed to give an outline under Item 9 of the agenda
4.3 
 A report was received from PCSO Lucy Collyer. She announced that PCSO  Phil Berkley had moved to the North Walsham SNT but PC Stuart Doe had joined the Hoveton base. (Notes are contained in the March/April Newsletter). She reported that for the period 05 January 02 March 2010, there were two calls to the Police, one was for a road traffic collision and the other was for suspicious circumstances.  There was one reported crime which was a theft from a dwelling
4.4 
A resident asked about the progress with the manhole on the common. The Chair informed the meeting that we were awaiting some times and dates from the cricket club, for a meeting. A reminder will be sent to the secretary of the Cricket Club, Mr D Riley.
A resident asked if it was correct to display the “Slow Down In Our Village” posters anywhere other than the wheelie bins. The Clerk confirmed that they were meant solely for wheelie bins and that displaying them anywhere else would defeat the object of the exercise. 

A resident said that whilst he was in full support of the principle of a community energy farm, he was worried that it might cause animosity in the village.
     The meeting was then Called On again

5 Correspondence
5.1 
It was agreed that all Councillors had seen all the items shown on the Circulation  

Lists with the exception of Cllrs Mrs R Buxton and Ms S Hewitt who were currently
viewing or waiting for the circulation of 21/02/2010 and 23/2/2010.
5.2 The Clerk announced that the Council had achieved Quality Council status and 

confirmed that all councillors had seen a copy of the certificate.

5.3 
The Clerk described the value of the North Norfolk District Council “Parish Council  

 

Toolkit”, which was on circulation.

5.4 
The Clerk outlined the Norfolk Environmental Award competition but it was agreed  

 

that the council would not be making a submission.

5.5 
The Clerk discussed the invitation from Norfolk Rural Community Council (NRCC)  to take part in their “Good Neighbour” Project. It was agreed and resolved to invite a representative from NRCC to attend the Annual Parish Meeting to give a presentation to the village.

5.6 
There were no items of correspondence since 22 February 2010.

6 Financial Matters
6.2  
It was agreed and resolved to approve the presented accounts for the period 
01 April 2008 to 28 February 2010. Proposed Cllr Mrs R Buxton.

6.3  
Not used, typing error on the agenda.
6.4  
The Clerk identified the £60.00 ring-fenced Newsletter income received since  

January 2010
6.5  
The Clerk announced that the new Standing Orders had been issued by NALC. 
Whilst the Part II (Standing Orders) was available on as a download, Part I 
(Guidance Notes and Legal Statements) was only available in hard copy at a cost 
of £25.00.
It was agreed and resolved that the Clerk should view the Part I 
document and recommend action to the Council.
6.6  
Cllr Mrs R Buxton confirmed that Hoveton Hall Gardens would sponsor the ‘Parish 
Plan Revisited Open Day’ to the value of £50.00. The Clerk was asked to send an 

invoice to Hoveton Hall Gardens.  
It was agreed and resolved to authorise the Clerk to spend up to £150.00 for the event. The Clerk confirmed that both Norman Lamb MP and Cllr Nigel Dixon would be attending.
6.7  
It was agreed and resolved to pay the following;


 
(a)
Clerks wages for the period September 2009 – 31 March 2010.


(b)
 A payment of £155.00 to the Preston Room Management Association for  

the use of the hall for Parish Council meetings for the year from April 2009  -  Proposed by Cllr G 
Saunders

(c)
A payment of £150.00 to Ashmanhaugh Parochial Church Council   towards the maintenance of the Churchyard at St Swithin’s church.  Proposed by Cllr N Coleman.

7  
Planning Matters

There were no planning matters to be discussed

8 Reports on Training and Meetings
8.2  
The Clerk reported on her attendance at the NALC Café Cluster at Sprowston  

 

Manor (notes circulated)

8.3  
Cllr N Coleman reported on his attendance at the Norfolk Police Authority Open 
Meeting – Budget 2010/11 (notes circulated).

8.4  
Cllr Sharpe reported on his attendance at the North Norfolk Community  

 

Partnership AGM (report circulated).

9 Preston Rooms
As Mrs Mulhall was unable to attend, Cllr Sharpe gave an overview of the “Community Ambition Award”. He outlined the principle aims of the submission and the items needed to deliver them. It was agreed and resolved to support the bid.

10 Renewable Energy

The Members discussed the idea of a community energy farm. Cllr Hannant thought that 
 
the village was too small to have turbine masts. Cllr Sunders thought it a good idea and Cllr Miss 
 
Hewitt was concerned as to what type of generation would be considered. Cllr Mrs Buxton  

 
thought a feasibility study would be needed but this would require a grant as it would not be
cheap. She also felt that councillors did not have much information and suggested that we 
should get someone to talk to the Council. It was agreed and resolved that the Renewable 
Energy Officer from North Norfolk District Council should be invited to the May council meeting.

11  
Members Matters

There were no matters for future meetings.

The meeting closed at 21.00

THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

 will be held on

Tuesday 04 May 2010 at 7.00pm
and

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

will be held on

Tuesday 18 May 2010 at 7.00pm
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The Parish Clerk Farthings,  Stone Lane, Ashmanhaugh  NR12 8YR
01603 782209

jill.sharpe@tiscali.co.uk
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