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 Minutes of the Ashmanhaugh Parish Council meeting

held on 06 January 2015 at 7.00pm in the Preston Rooms


Present:    


Councillor H Buxton - Chair







Councillor N Coleman







Councillor W Mulhall







Councillor I Sharp







Councillor A Wiseman 



Officer



Mrs S Hunt – Clerk to the Council

            

 In Attendance -


Cllr Nigel Dixon  (District and County Councillor)







1 Parishioner

1. APOLOGIES
Cllr S Hewitt - illness.  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
No additional Declarations made.
3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 4th November 2014 were agreed as a true and correct record and signed by the Chair.
4. PUBLIC SPEAKING

4.1 Councillor N. Dixon confirmed the correspondence with regard to Rose Cottage in the village, and the concerns raised over the possibility of development.  Council tax 2015/16 – NNDC Looks set to remain the same as last year, which means there has been no increase for over 4  years.  The County Council has not attained the anticipated savings this year and has used some reserves.  There is a challenge next year.  The decision will be taken in February, but it will be no more than 1.92%.  
No application has been submitted by Persimmon Homes for an extension to the site at Hoveton as yet.

4.2
An email had been received from PCSO Dack as Jeanette Boardman is away ill.  There were no crimes reported at Ashmanhaugh from 10th November to the date of the meeting.  The latest policing priorities are:  Speeding on Tunstead Road, Hoveton; Anti Social Behaviour and criminal damage at Brook Park, Hoveton; Welfare of Cyclists not using lights during the hours of darkness.  On the 28th January (4th Wednesday of the month) the Police surgery will be at Smallburgh Village Hall Car Park at 4pm – 18th January (3rd Sunday) the surgery is at Roys Coffee Shop at 3pm.
5. MATTERS ARISING
5.1
Noticeboard at Crossroads – Next Meeting.  CLERK
6. CORRESPONDENCE.
6.1. 
Norfolk Constabulary – match funded PCSO’s – not to be pursued.

6.2
Norse – Landscape Development – marketing letter – noted.

6.3
Norfolk County Council – Budget 2015/18.  Noted.

6.4
CPRE – light pollution questionnaire – Councillors to response directly.

7. THE COMMON.
Cllrs Buxton/Hewitt – Next Meeting.
8. NO COLD CALLING ZONE.
No further action. 
9.
FINANCIAL MATTERS.
9.1
Current bank balance £5775.34.
9.2
Receipts – None.
9.3
The following payments were AGREED:- 


a)
 Mrs S Hunt for work carried out Nov/Dec 2014 chq 337730

£196.80
b) HMRC – Nov/Dec  chq 337731





£ 49.20
c) Martham Parish Council SLCC Membership chq 337732


£  9.50

d) Mr N Sharpe – Newsletter Nov/Dec chq 337733



£ 40.37
e) Mrs S Hunt – expenses – ink chq 337734



£19.98

f) Mr N Sharpe – Internal Audit Fee – chq 337735



£25.00

g) Viking Direct – stationary – chq 337736




£76.42
9.4
The internal audit was received by the meeting.  It was noted that the auditor made the following observation:  'I note that members have attended meetings with third parties, under delegated powers, but there are no written reports.  Members, acting under delegated powers, should record the date, place, those attending and any discussion or decisions made.  This is to ensure that a correct record can be reviewed at a later date and demonstrate that Members have not exceeded their delegated powers.'  Councillors to ensure this advice is acted upon.  ALL.
9.5
S137 expenditure limit is £7.36 for 2015/16.  (Ashmanhaugh has 158 electors).  Currently £7.20.  Noted.
9.6
Change of sort code on Parish Council bank account.  In due course new cheque books will be issued.  Noted.
9.7
A donation request was received from Age UK.  It was AGREED not to donate, however the meeting noted that there was an event August Bank Holiday at Hoveton Hall to raise funds for this charity.
10. NEWSLETTER.
Clerk to advise Mr Sharpe to approach Marta, Steven and Pam who delivers the Horning Reach – all have said they would be willing to deliver copies.

11. LOCAL COUNCILS AWARD SCHEME.
The new scheme is about to be released.  Existing Quality Councils were able to register immediately for  a free, one year, Foundation membership.  The Clerk has done this.  Criteria to be reviewed when available.  Next Meeting.  CLERK 
12. ELECTIONS.
Key dates for 2015 are:   Nominations will open before March 30th.  When nomination papers are available the Clerk will deliver them to Councillors, plus three spares to go to the Preston Rooms.  Nomination closing is 4pm on the 9th April.  Anyone wishing to restand MUST have their papers delivered before that time.  Election 7th May 2015.  
13. ROSE COTTAGE.
Parishioners had expressed concern over the changes to the gateway to Council.  This had been passed to Planning at North Norfolk District Council, and, with the support of Co. Dixon, a response had been received to say there were no highways concerns over this.   Planning will approach the owners of the property to check over concerns regarding future development.
14. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA – 3rd March 7pm, Preston Rooms.
Cllr Coleman is attending the Police Budget Review.  
Signed:










Dated: 3/3/15
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Mrs Sarah Hunt – Clerk to Ashmanhaugh Parish Council
Weavers Edge, Chequers Street, East Ruston, Norfolk.  NR12 9LR

Telephone :-  01692 580859                                                                                                                                         email:-  sbmr@hotmail.com
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