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Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting
held on 11 March 2014 at 7.00pm in the Preston Rooms



Present:    


Councillor Mr G Hunt - Chair






Councillor G Saunders






Councillor N Coleman







Councillor Wiseman











Councillor H Buxton






Councillor Miss S Hewitt



Officer



Mrs S Hunt – Clerk to the Council
            
In Attendance -



6 Parishioners
The Chair welcomed all attending and stated that this was not a Parish Council meeting but the Annual Parish Meeting. After the usual reports, parishioners could raise any matters of concern to them or the village that they would like the Parish Council to address within their next meeting.

1 Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12 March 2013
Copies had been distributed to all attending by the Clerk, they were agreed to be a true record and then signed by the Chair.
2 Police Community Support Officer Report

PCSO Jeanette Boardman was unable to attend but sent the following report. 

 During the last twelve months 17 calls have been made from Ashmanhaugh into the Control Room, however none of those calls culminated into a crime and the crime figure for the period was nil.
3 Annual Report by the Chair of the Parish Council

The Chair presented his annual report.
ASHMANHAUGH PARISH COUNCIL - ANNUAL REPORT BY THE CHAIR
01 APRIL 2013 to 111h MARCH 2014
The Parish Council has met six times, public attendance continued to be sparse, but the Chair wished to express the Parish Council’s thanks to Cllr Dixon who attended each meeting to advise us of the bigger picture at both District and County level.

The January meeting was also attended by Cllr Ivory and Officer Nick Baker from North Norfolk District Council who offered their thoughts on moving forwards, and answered questions from the members.   The membership of the Council has changed this year.  Thanks to Rachel Buxton for her help, and a welcome to Cllr Wiseman who has joined the Council in her stead.

Minutes of all meetings are published in the newsletter, on noticeboards, and on the website.  The chair offered his sincere thanks to Mr N Sharpe for his continued work on the newsletter, the Parish owes him deep appreciation for his efforts, and the Chair reminded the meeting that submissions for inclusion would be welcomed by the Editor.

A balance of £2,515 was brought forwards at April 2013, and the balance carried forwards this year will be higher.  The Council has had to be prudent in looking forwards, but would now hope that the precept can be frozen for several years.  Mrs G Sharpe remains our internal auditor, both checking the finances and the internal controls of the Council for which we are all very grateful.  Mrs Sharpe has found that the Council continues to meet its obligations.
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Dated:

The Parish Council wishes to maintain the Quality Status it earned under Mrs Sharpe, currently this is under national review and once the criteria are known the Council will consider re-registering.

Parish Council meetings are held on the first Tuesday in May, July, September, November, January and March at 7.00pm in the Preston Rooms. Parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
With no questions from the floor with regard to the Parish Council the Chairman moved on to address the meeting with regard to the Poor’s Allotment.  The Parish Council is also the Corporate Trustee of the Poor’s Allotment in the village.  There will be a separate session on Poor’s Trusts in general and Ashmanhaugh’s in particular at the beginning of April.  Both about the past, and what may happen in the future.
This event will be well publicised and is open to all parishioners.

The annual income currently is around £600 from parcels of land down by Wroxham barns, and it offers grants to applicants.  This year it has approved a grant to the Preston Rooms of £1332.00 for curtains and blinds, and also one of £100 to the Cricket Club for mowing equipment.  It has therefore used up some of the reserves.

Invitations to apply are regularly posted in the Ashmanhaugh Newsletter, but if anyone would like to consider it the first point of contact is Sarah Hunt, clerk, who would be more than happy to talk them through the application process.
Cllr Mr Geoff Hunt
Chair Ashmanhaugh Parish Council   11th March 2013
4 Church Wardens Report.

Mr Harry Buxton reported on behalf of the Church Wardens, himself and Mrs Anne Mulhall.  The Church makes an annual report to the Diocese at this time.  Mr Buxton expressed his thanks to the team who continue to provide such an excellent service at the church.  The church has been asked to make an increasing contribution towards the encumbent – and continues to offer free community events to offer a social aspect such as the Barn Dance and Harvest Quiz.
The emphasis is very much not just on fundraising and services, but offering a service to the village.
5 Preston Rooms Report

First report given by Mrs Anne Mulhall. Ex -Chair of the Ashmanhaugh & Beeston Preston Room Management Association.
Activities:  
There was a full and varied calendar of activities in 2013 most of which were well attended.  The Barn Dance was not well attended however, and resulted in a nett loss.  The calendar of events goes to every household, please do keep it to hand, and come along.
Liaison with Other bodies:
The Preston Rooms and Parochial Church Council now have a joint calendar of events.  The Ashers v Dashers Cricket match in the Summer raised £400 which was donated.
Use of the Preston Rooms:

The hall continues to be used for events, and also regular clubs and committee meetings.  Please do let anyone who may be interested know of the venue

Awards grants and Donations:
The refurbishment of the hall has now gone ahead.  The village raised £390, including £250 from the PCC.  The Poor’s Land Committee funded the blinds at a cost of £1,332.00.  An application to the Big Society Fund has awarded £1,750.00 to cover external fencing.

Currently Waitrose have the Preston Rooms as a choice on their ‘Community Matters’ collection, please do pop your green token into the right box at the checkout to support the Preston Rooms.

Structure and Fabric of the Building:
You cannot fail to notice the change in the hall if you visit – it is transformed.  The renovations have cost around £10,000 and eaten into the reserves.  The figures below do not reflect monies which have been paid out since the beginning of the year.
Treasurers report:


Income for the year 

£5608
Expenditure


£5520
Profit



£87
Moving forward – Steven Newstead, Chair
Steven expressed thanks to Anne for her sterling work on the Preston Rooms, along with the committee who had stepped down.  The relaunch party for the Rooms will be on 29th March 2014 at 4 – 8pm.  It is a ‘tea party’ and calendars will be available, as well as details of the ‘Giving Machine’, a fundraising opportunity for all those who shop online.
6 Cricket Club Report.
Report given by Mr Doug Riley.
There are a range of teams involved in the ‘Ashmanhaugh and Barton Wanderers Cricket Club’.  These include a 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th eleven – a Sunday team, and several youth teams who play midweek.  There is also a ladies team that plays midweek at Barton.  The Club has been fortunate to recruit Luke Caswell who is keen to share his professional experience and is offering coaching to the younger team members.  There is very little cricket played in local schools, and the Club strives hard to encourage younger members.  They are seeking to be more involved in the village.  
Mr Riley was asked to ensure that parking did not take place on the Common, and also that no rubbish was taken from the Cricket Pitch side onto the Common.  Mr Riley to attend a meeting with Cllr Hewitt,  Cllr Buxton and Mr Newstead to look at the Common and the issues affecting it.

7 Ashmanhaugh Light Railway Report

Mr John Pond reported that they had had a successful year, but had had to limit the birthday parties this year.  They had six really good open days, and have had clubs visiting from all over the UK.  Two people have even come to stay at the Barns and brought their own locomotives with them.  Anyone can stop by on Wednesdays at 11am and would be made welcome. 

 8.
Parishioners matters

None raised.
There being no other topics, the meeting closed at 7.47pm
The Annual Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 06 May 2014
will be held in the

Preston Room, School Road, Ashmanhaugh

at

7.00pm
Signed:





Dated:
PAGE  
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The Parish Clerk, Weavers Edge,  Chequers Street, East Ruston NR12 9JT
01692 580859
sbmr@hotmail.com
16  March 2014
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