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If you have difficulty reading this Newsletter, the 
Editor can arrange for larger print versions to be 
available. Please let the Editor know if you would like 
one.
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Diary of Village Events 

 
 
March 
 

  

Friday 02 March Mobile Library 11.30am – 12.00 noon on Church 
Road 
 

Tuesday 06 March 
 

Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm in the Preston Rooms 

Sunday 11th March  
 

Lions Club Craft Fair The Broadland Youth & Community 
Centre, Stalham Road, Hoveton from 
10am - 4pm. 
 

Saturday 17 March Coffee Morning 10.00am to 12.00 noon in the Preston 
Rooms. 
 

Sunday 18 March Mothers Day Special 11.00am to 3.00pm at Hoveton Hall 
Gardens 
 

Tuesday 20 March Annual Parish Meeting 7.00pm in the Preston Rooms 
 

Sunday 25th March  Lions Club Charity 
Furniture Sale 

Broadland Youth & Community 
Centre, Stalham Road, Hoveton from 
10am 
 

April 
 

  

Friday 06 to Monday 09 
April 

Easter Treasure Hunt  10.30am to 5.00pm at Hoveton Hall 
Gardens 
 

16 to 22 April  
  
 

National Gardening 
Week Events 

to be advertised 

Thursday 19 April 
 

Gardening Quiz 
 

7.00pm in the Preston Rooms - 
Individual entries £2.50 - £20 prize 
token. 
 

Saturday 21 April World Book Night 7.00pm in the Preston Rooms - 
cheese and wine/book sale/free book. 
Entry £3.00 
 

Sunday 22 April Tidy Up Round The 
Village Hall 

 

10.00am at the Preston Rooms – 
Refreshments Available. 

Friday 27 April Mobile Library 11.30am – 12.00 noon on Church 
Road 
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Church Services 
 

See St Swithin’s News  

 
Plus the regular activities in the Preston Room 
(The Preston Room is your village hall and is the old school building at the junction of 
School Road and Church Road) 

 
Tuesdays Parish Council, 

Special and Parish Meetings 
 

For times, see the Notice Board on 
the Hall wall 

Wednesdays 
 

Gardening Club 1.00pm – 3.00pm Fourth 
Wednesday each month 
 

 Art Club Every Wednesday 7.00pm 
 

 
 

Ashmanhaugh Parish Council News 

 
 

Councillors 
 

  

Rachel Buxton Chair Dairy Farm, Stone Lane Ashmanhaugh  
01603 782983 
 

Gary Saunders Vice Chair Malvern Croft, Rectory Road, Ashmanhaugh 
01603 783266 
 

Noel Coleman  Copper Beeches, Rectory Road, Ashmanhaugh 
01603 783485 
 

Sarah Hewitt  Mayfield, School Road, Ashmanhaugh  
01603 782677 
 

Ivan Sharpe  El Zerka, Stone Lane, Ashmanhaugh 07765934320 
 

Harry Buxton  Dairy Farm, Stone Lane Ashmanhaugh  
01603 782983 
 

Geoff  Hunt  House by the Lake, Stalham Road, Beeston St 
Lawrence.  01692 536496 
 

Jill Sharpe Clerk Farthings, Stone Lane, Ashmanhaugh 01603 782209 
 

 
Clerk’s contact: jill.sharpe@tiscali.co.uk    Tel No 01603 782209 
 



4 

Website: http://ashmanhaughpc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk or 
just type Ashmanhaugh in browser. 
 
 
Norfolk Clerk of the Year 
Every year, Norfolk Association of Local Councils holds a competition for the 
Clerk of the Year under the “Pride in Norfolk” awards. Awards are in three 
categories of small, medium and large Councils. The Councillors would like to 
congratulate Jill Sharpe, our Clerk, on winning the Small Councils 
category. 
 
Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 03 January 2012. 
Apologies were received from Cllr Miss S Hewitt and PCSO Jeanette 
Boardman. 
 
Cllr Dixon (NNDC and NCC) made two points regarding North Norfolk District 
Council (NNDC). 
He said NNDC was going through a restructuring process. The Chief 
Executive, Philip Burton, is to retire in the near future and the top tier would 
then reduce to three officers from five. Sheila Oxtoby is the Chief Executive 
designate and the two other directors have yet to be appointed. (For further 
information see: www.north-norfolk.gov.uk) 
PCSO Jeanette Boardman had emailed the Clerk to inform the meeting that 
there had been no reported crimes, in Ashmanhaugh, between 01 November 
2011 and 31 December 2011. At the recent SNAP meeting three targets had 
been set, 
   1 Moor Road/Neville Road – criminal damage, 
    2 ASB in Horning and 
    3 Happisburgh – criminal damage 
As the Cricket Club representative was unable to attend, Cllr Buxton reported 
that the Club was proposing to merge with Norwich Wanderers and, if 
approved at the AGM, it will be known as Ashmanhaugh and Norwich 
Wanderers. They will be based at Neatishead although games, mainly 
involving the young, will still be played in Ashmanhaugh. 
Cllr Coleman will attend the Norfolk Police 2012/13 budget meeting on 19 
January 2012. 
The Council has been informed of the detail of winter gritting routes The plan 
is available to view on Norfolk County Council website. (www.norfolk.gov.uk) 
The accounts were adopted for the period 01 April to 31 December 2011.   
The Clerk confirmed Receipts of £80.00 for the Newsletter; this included a 
donation of £50.00 from the Wroxham and Hoveton Lions Club. A letter of 
thanks had been sent to the Secretary. 
Payments were made for printing Newsletter and SLCC Membership. 
           
It was agreed to advertise the vacancy for the post of Clerk on the NorfolkALC 
website. 
 
The following meeting dates were fixed 
 Tuesday 06 March 2012   

Tuesday 20 March 2012  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
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 Tuesday 01 May 2012  ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETING 
 Tuesday 03 July 2012 
 Tuesday 04 September 2012 
 Tuesday 06 November 2012 
 Tuesday 08 January 2013 
 Tuesday 05 March 2013 

 
The Chair reported that expressions of interest in joining the Parish Plan 
Steering Group from Jane Pond and Ivan Sharpe were confirmed.  Cllr 
Buxton reported that the Preston Room Management Association would try to 
have a representative but, as they are short of members at the moment they 
cannot identify who it would be.  
Cllr Hunt reported that the Happing Partnership meeting and that attendance 
was poor. Following a decision by North Norfolk Community Partnership to 
withdraw funding from Partnerships, the Happing Partnership had managed to 
secure enough funding to keep the Happing Shop running until April 2012. 
The next Partnership meeting is not until May. 
There was no report on the Safer Neighbourhood Action Plan (SNAP) 
meeting.  
Cllr H Buxton reported that there were only three Trustees present at the last 
meeting of the Preston Rooms committee. Therefore, they had not been able 
to appoint a rep for the Parish Plan. There was a need for more people from 
the village to become Trustees. 
Cllrs Sharp and Buxton informed members that a group of volunteers for the 
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations had met to explore what to do for the Jubilee 
Celebrations.  It was proposed the event may be split over two days, Saturday 
evening and Sunday.  The group thought that possibly a Barn Dance at Park 
Farm Barn: Hog roast/BBQ and possibly Games on the Cricket field. The 
Working Party was asking groups to contribute to defray costs to the villagers 
attending. The PCC and Preston Rooms Trustees were willing to help with 
funding and it was agreed that the Parish Council would also, if they could 
secure a grant when likely costs are known, as there was no surplus in its 
funds. It was expected residents would pay a small amount for tickets. Funds 
have to be available to pay for tickets, food and entertainment.   
The group of Volunteers for this working party are:  Ivan Sharp (representing 
the Parish Council); Harry Buxton (representing St Swithin’s Church); Mrs A 
Mulhall (representing the Preston Rooms); Mrs C Webster (representing the 
Cricket Club) and Ms H Flavell (representing residents). 
Cllr G Hunt raised his concerns that there was no link between the Council 
and the next generation. He felt Members and other groups should consider 
avenues to involve younger residents with the Council and village life. 
 
Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 03 January 2012. 
 
All Members were present. 
 
The applications for the post of Clerk to the Council were discussed and it 
was agree to interview four candidates. The Interview Committee will be Cllr 
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Mrs Buxton, Cllr G Hunt and the Clerk. Their decision will be endorsed by the 
Council. 
 
The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 06 March 2012 
at 7.00pm in the Preston Rooms.  
 

Items for Discussion  
1. Update on Reinstating the ditch on the Common 
2. Involving younger residents in village life 
 

DO please try and come or contact the Clerk. 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 20 March at 
7.00pm, in the Preston Rooms. If you have any matters that you think 
the residents need to know or discuss, please let the Clerk know and 
come along. 

 
 
Message from District and County Councillor Nigel Dixon 

 
“Say Yes to Better Broadband for Norfolk” Campaign Many of you may have 
seen the recent campaign run by Norfolk County Council aimed at improving 
the speed of access to Broadband across the county and, particularly, in 
remote rural areas which generally have the slowest service. NCC succeeded 
in bidding for £15M of Government funding and has pledged to match that 
with a further £15M and work is already in progress to attract possible 
infrastructure suppliers. The campaign aims to stimulate demand and gather 
details from as many residents and businesses as possible who would like a 
better Broadband service, so that the demand can be proven to potential 
suppliers who will be competing for the work. If you run a business or work 
from home and are restricted and frustrated by poor Broadband speed then 
your situation would be of particular interest and you are urged to not only 
register your support for the campaign but also give details of your situation. 
Details of the campaign and how to register your support are available in the 
local press and Libraries, on the www.norfolk.gov.uk website, and will be 
featured in the March edition of ‘Your Norfolk’ (the NCC magazine delivered to 
every home). Alternatively, you can email: 
betterbroadbandfornorfolkproject@norfolk.gov.uk or by phone 01603 222834. 
This is a good opportunity to highlight your plight – please use it.  
 
Changes at North Norfolk District Council.  An Elected Member led review of 
NNDC management was started last year and the top team has just been 
reduced from 5 to 3 and this has made savings of about £150,000. Currently, 
the next levels down are under a similar review and the results are expected 
to be known shortly. The aim of the review is to ensure the organisation is 
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managed, and its services delivered, more cost effectively and to ensure that 
the much reduced budget can be balanced without increasing the NNDC 
share of Council Tax. The drive to reduce costs without affecting services to 
residents and businesses will continue by critical reviews of processes and 
sharing services with other organisations so that the NNDC share of Council 
Tax can be reduced in the longer term. 
 
I welcome your views on these and any other issues so that I can gauge 
public concern or support.  My contact details are: Tel 783885 or e mail: 
nigel.dixon@norfolk.gov.uk or NigelNDD@aol.com. 
 
 

St Swithins Church 

 
 
Parochial Church Council 
Chair - Rector     Reverend Sandra Ellison 
Churchwarden and Lay Chairman  Harry Buxton    
  
Treasurer     Michael Maydon 
Fabric Officer    Tom Hannant 
Other Council Members   Jessie Blake 
      Sarah Hewitt 
      Liam Mulhall 
 
Monthly Services 
1st Sunday  9.30am Holy Communion 
2nd Sunday  11.00pm  All Age Worship 
4th Sunday  9.30pm Holy Communion 
On the 3rd Sunday, a Holy Communion service is held in one of the churches 
in the benefice at 9.30pm 
 
St Swithin’s Church Ashmanhaugh PCC Fund Raising Committee 
The PCC Fundraising Committee recently met and decided on the following 
fundraising events for this year. 
 
16th June - An Auction of Promises. 
 
4th, 11th and 18th August - Coffee Mornings. 
 

8th September - Fish and Chip Quiz Night. 
 

17th November - Mini Market. 
 

21st December - Christmas Event and Prize Draw. 
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It is not planned to hold a village fete this year but the PCC will be assisting 
with the organisation of the Jubilee celebration event on the 26th May. As this 
will not be a fundraising event we would ask everyone to support the other 
planned events mentioned above. In particular, we welcome all contributions 
for the Auction of Promises. This can range from baking a cake, washing 
cars, cooking a dinner or using a holiday home - use your imagination. Send 
any ideas for promises to Harry, Liam or Sarah and put the date in your diary 
for a fun evening. 
 
We will also be supporting the annual Sponsored Bike Ride usually held in 
early September. 
 
 

Senior Residents Club 

 
 
 

The Preston Room – The Village Hall 

 
 
The Trustees of the Ashmanhaugh and Beeston Preston Rooms are 
Anne Mulhall – Chair (tel: 784874) 
Sandra Francis – Secretary (tel: 784086) 
Liam Mulhall - Treasurer 
Tom Hannant representing the Parochial Church Council 
Harry Buxton representing the Parish Council 
Rev Sandra Ellison 
Jacqui Cox 
Linda Hicken 
Alan Wiseman 
Steven Newstead.   
Pam Culley (tel: 782014) 
 
Thank you to all who renewed their social club membership in January.  
Social Club membership helps provide regular support for the hall and has 
benefits such as free use of hall for one hour per week, an annual free event 
and an annual £25 draw (won this year by Adam Hannant).  Anyone who has 
yet to join (£5 per adult – children free in same household) please pay your 
dues to any committee member. 
The AGM this year was well attended and we are delighted to have recruited 
two much needed new trustees; Alan Wiseman and Steven Newstead.   
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The 2012 calendar of Preston Rooms and PCC events accompanies this 
issue so please put dates and times in your diary. Alan Wiseman is keen to 
restart the bowls club please contact him if you are interested. 
 
Regular events: 
Art Club every Wednesday 7.00pm to 9.00pm - confirm with Jim Clinch 01692 
536890 
St Swithins Senior Residents hope to resume activities in 2012 
Preston Rooms Gardening Group: fourth Wednesday of month 1.00pm to 
3.00pm - ring Sandra 01603 784086 
Next Preston Rooms Committee Meeting 8th March 7.00pm:   Alison Ball 
Development Officer from Norfolk Rural Community Council will be attending 
to explore involving the community in the development of the Preston Rooms 
and to identify funding possibilities 
 
Please note that the PCC and Preston Rooms Village Hall calendar of events 
has now been combined.  A copy may be found in this issue 
 
PRESTON ROOMS AND PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL CALENDAR 

2012 
 

March 17th 10-12am Coffee Morning – collect potato for weigh in 

April 16th-22nd  National Gardening Week – events to be 
advertised 

April 19th 7pm Gardening Quiz – individual entries £2.50  £20 
prize token 

April 21st 7pm  World Book Night cheese and wine/book sale/free 
book £3 

May12th 7pm  Pam’s Quiz Night in aid of Jubilee Celebration £5 
incl supper 

May 26/27th  Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 
activities/times tba 

June16th 7pm  PCC Promises Auction 

July 27th 7pm Olympics Opening Ceremony - FREE cheese and 
wine social club 
members – 
open to non 
members for fee 

August 2nd 7pm Potato weigh in 

August 4th 10-12am PCC Coffee Morning 

August 11th 10-12am PCC Coffee Morning 

August 18th 10-12am PCC Coffee Morning 

September 8th 7pm PCC Fish and Chip Quiz 

September 
25th 

10-12am McMillan Coffee Morning 

October 27th 7pm Local Cheese tasting competition £5 entry 

November 
17th 

10-12am PCC Christmas Minimarket 

November  Music Night with jacket potatoes date TBA 
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December 1st 7pm Christmas Bingo   

December 
21st 

7.30pm Christmas Thank YOU from Preston Rooms and 
PCC - FREE 

 
 
Tidying Up 
There will be a working party on Sunday, 22nd April, to tidy up the garden and 
car park which surround the Preston Rooms.  We plan to start at 10am.  
Please come and join in and bring your own tools.  Refreshments will be 
available.  Further information available from Hazel Flavell on 01603 783986. 
 
Anne Mulhall - Chair 01603 784874 
 
Sandra Francis - Secretary 01603784086;  Pam Culley - Booking Clerk 
01603 782014 
 
 

Ashmanhaugh Light Railway 

 
 

February 2012 

 

Hello again everyone, and may we wish you all a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year! 
We are keeping busy at the ALR as usual, always plenty to do !, and on the 
locomotive front we are pleased to announce that the ALR's newest one, 
'Nelson', is coming along nicely in our workshop. This loco will be our version 
of 'Spuggy' which came to visit us last year from Yorkshire, and made such a 
good impression. We really wanted a name with local connections, hence 
'Nelson', suggested by a member's wife, which we like! As the photos show 
the chassis is now complete and the engine and hydrostatic drive units are 
being positioned. Since this photo was taken last week, the axles, wheels and 
drive cogs are in now position which has enabled us to determine how much 
chain we need! 
 

  
‘Nelson’ starts to come together. Photos: Brian M 
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'Lucille' is coming back together bit by bit under Rodger's (and other helpers) 
careful attentions in the workshop, and is looking more like a loco again with 
its wheels and motions back in place. 
The Shay has now had its new replacement drive shaft fitted, and ventured 
out on Wednesday 18th January to trundle down to the new bridge for its 
clearance checks. We had to trim the decking adjacent to the rails as the drive 
cogs just fouled the boards which stood slightly proud of the rail tops. These 
were removed and taken up to the workshop, trimmed and then refitted 
enabling the Shay to complete the clearance checks satisfactorily. The other 
locos had completed their clearance checks the previous Saturday 

 

The Shay proceeding slowly over the bridge, for the first time on Jan 18
th
. Photo: John Pond 

Gardening work continues, yes, even at this time of year, as Richard works 
around the site trimming and clearing the bushes and trees so they will be in 
good shape when the growing season starts!  

 

Gardening works are often slowed down by punctures! Richard & John attend to the latest 
one.  

Photo: John Pond 

The track Boys are still working around the circuit, tweaking here, tweaking 
there, replacing fishplates, rail and sleepers as necessary so we can all enjoy 
smooth journeys around our track. 
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Brackers facing East again with his mobile workshop's bits & pieces!!! 
Photo: John Pond 

We were invited along to the North Norfolk Model Engineering Society's 
monthly meeting at High Kelling on 3rd February to give a talk about the ALR, 
so our Chairman and yours truly headed up there and gave a 'PowerPoint' 
slide show of the railway's history, which, we are delighted to say, went down 
extremely well!  
 
As this year is our 10th Anniversary year, we have lots planned which will 
come to light as the weeks progress, so watch this space and we hope to see 
you all at sometime during the year ! 
 
TTFN 
The ALR Gang. 
 

Remember, you can keep up to date with what is happening on the Railway 
by accessing our website, ‘ashmanhaughlightrailway.co.uk.’ 

 
Brian M  February 2012 

 

ASHMANHAUGH CRICKET CLUB 
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YOUR SAFER NEIGHBOURHOODS TEAM 
 
Any suspicious behaviour should be called in to police by dialling 101 or 999 if a 
crime is in progress. More information on securing your property can be found online 
at www.norfolk.police.uk 
 

5966/12 Burglary 
Dwelling 

 Calthorpe 
Str. 

Ingham Norwich  09 
Feb 
2012 

 09 
Feb 
2012 

Forced rear kitchen 
window, gained entry, 
looked through doors 
and cupboards 
upstairs then exited by 
unlocking rear door 
from inside. 

6238/12 Interference 
With A 
Motor 
Vehicle 

Strawberry 
Fields 

Stalham  Norwich  10 
Feb 
2012 

 11 
Feb 
2012 

Person/s have 
smashed the offside 
passenger window. 

4460/12 Attempted 
Burglary in 
a Building 
other than a 
Dwelling 

Beech Rd Happisburgh Norwich 27 
Jan 
2012 

30 
Jan 
2012 

Rear window of 
derelict house 
smashed which 
contains copper pipes 
and metals of value 
but no entry gained. 

4782/12 Burglary 
Dwelling 

Stalham 
Rd 

Hoveton Norwich  01 
Feb 
2012 

01 
Feb 
2012 

Tools stolen from 
insecure garage/shed 
and used to open the 
rear, ground floor 
window. Family dog 
has then been locked 
in the kitchen whilst a 
tidy, selective search 
of the address has 
taken place. Cash has 
been stolen along with 
items of jewellery. 

4461/12 Burglary in 
a Building 
other than a 
Dwelling 

Beach Rd Happisburgh Norwich 27 
Jan 
2012 

30 
Jan 
2012 

Copper piping, a 
copper tank and a 
fuse box have been 
stolen. 

3986/12 Theft If Not 
Classified 
Elsewhere 

The Street Neatishead Norwich  13 
Jan 
2012 

 20 
Jan 
2012 

Approximately 400 
litres of heating oil 
stolen from an 
insecure plastic oil 
tank located at the 
rear of the property. 

  
For more on this story visit the Norfolk Police website 
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35a, High 
Street,  
Stalham,  
Norfolk, 

NR12 9AH 
 
Festival 

Director: 
Tel: 01692-583099   

avril@avrilsmith.co.uk  

17th February 2012  

   Hello  
This coming year I am STALHAM with HAPPING FESTIVAL’s Festival 
Director and it will be our 6th – and, hopefully, our most ambitious ever!  A 
series of events for local people of course but also a Festival with a Carnival 
that will help attract visitors to the area and enhance its tourist potential. 

We will be producing a 2012 Festival Brochure which will be available from 
various outlets in the area by the end of April 2012.  This is backed up by 
further advertising in the North Norfolk Festival leaflet and in the North 
Norfolk Coast, Countryside and Broads Holiday Guide. We also, this year, in 
line with modern technology, are utilising our own Festival website 
www.stalhamwithhappingfestival.co.uk  widening our net yet further and 
making available up-to-date information on events in 2012. 

You may be aware that the Happing Partnership lost its funding from Nth 
Nfk District Council and so for the first time we are having to rely on 
sponsorship and funding from other sources.  As such we are asking you, if 
you wish for a listing this year, for a small £25 contribution per entry towards 
the printing costs of the brochure.  

We do hope that you will want to be associated with the Festival and, as in 
previous years, would now like to invite you to send us details of any 
suitable events which you are organising between May and September 
2012.  We will try to include as many as we can in the brochure.  We would 
of course inform you if we are unable to include your entry. 

Enclosed please find a form for your event.  Could you please use a 
separate form for each different event.  This form is also available for 
downloading from either the Happing website (www.happing.co.uk) as we 
are in process of creating the festival website.  I would prefer that you 
complete your entries and send to me at avril@avrilsmith.co.uk or you could 
post to me at Elmhurst, York Road, Stalham, NR129BL or hand into the 
Happing Shop whichever is convenient.  These need to be with us no later 
than the end of February 2012 together with a cheque made out to the 
Stalham with Happing Festival. 

As in 2011, we are also seeking funding to support two or three small scale 
professions events which you would organise but which we would help 
subsidise in your village.  Last year we supported a visit from storyteller, 
Hugh Lupton in Neatishead and folk singer, Bob Fox in Walcott.  Not 
forgetting also the wonderful Academy of Saint Martin in the Fields 
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Ensemble in Ludham.  If you are interested in becoming a “partner” village 
to bring such an event to your village hall, church or chapel in 2012, please 
contact me for further details.  I would be happy to visit you to discuss 
possible options and the level of support we can offer.  

Should you also know of any company or association who would like to 
sponsor our Carnival, or advertise in our brochure this year, this would 
hugely help.  £200 would make a valuable contribution to our Festival 
activities for which they would get inclusion inside the brochure and would 
also appear on the 2012 Festival website.  Their company would 
significantly benefit from the extensive publicity surrounding the Festival 
which will be distributed to the local community and tourist market coming to 
the area. 

As ever time is of the essence, so we would ask that you get back to us to 
indicate your interest as soon as possible.  Please contact us no later than 
mid-February if you are interested in being a “partner” village or send in your 
brochure forms by the end of February for inclusion. 

I do hope that we will be able to work with you to promote arts and 
community events in the Stalham with Happing area and look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Very best wishes for the New Year, 

Avril Smith  

Festival Director 

Stalham with Happing Partnership 

 

 

Application for inclusion of an event in the 
2012 Stalham  with Happing Brochure 

 

Name of event: 
 
Name of organisation running the event: 
 
Contact for the event and queries with the entry: 
 
Address for organisation or contact: 
 
Phone number(s) for Contact: 
 
Email/website details if available: 
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Details of the event, including venue, start time, cost of admission (with 
concessions) if applicable, ticket availability.  Please also give us a brief 
description of the event including any details which may help to “sell” the 
event i.e. names of artists, their CVs, target audience. Details of bars, 
refreshments, disabled access, and toilet facilities would also be useful. 
Please enclose £25 cheque per entry made out to the Stalham with Happing 
Festival. (Please include if possible FOC) 
 
Please email to the Festival Director: avril@avrilsmith.co.uk or hand into 
the Happing Shop 
Would you be prepared to help promote the Festival at your event by putting 
out copies of the brochure or including the Festival logo somewhere in your 

publicity? YES/NO 
 

The Stalham with Happing Festival is primarily an Arts and Community 

Festival.  

Our mission statement is 
 

“To promote regeneration and community pride in the Happing area through the Arts 
and cultural activity. To help extend opportunities to local people and visitors of all 

ages, promoting enjoyment and enhancing education, and developing skills through 
creative means.” 

 
We may not be able to include all the events that we receive information for, 

due to space or other constraints, but we will let you know before the brochure 
is published. 

 

Countrysiders 

 
 

NORTH WALSHAM COUNTRYSIDERS CLUB 

  

Countrysiders-aged 10-16, Young Farmers-aged 14-30 
 

 If you anyone is interested in joining then please contact County office 

on 01603 731370 
 
 
 
 

Wroxham, Hoveton & Belaugh 
TOWN TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
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www.wroxham-hb-twinning.org.uk 

 

 
 

Wroxham Library 

 
 
Get Online with Go On. Free 1 hour sessions- book yours now for help with 
getting started and online. 
 
Happy Hours 2 for 1 on DVDs and CDs. 
 
Monday 10am-1pm 
Wednesday 2pm-5pm 
Friday 4.30pm -7.30pm 
  
Now introducing- Jigsaw Swap 
Finished your jigsaw and need a different one to start?  Bring yours into 
Wroxham Library and swap it for one here. Available any time that we are 
open 
 
For further information please contact Wroxham Library 01603 782560 or 
email wroxham.lib@norfolk.gov.uk 
http://twitter.com/WroLibrary 
http://twitter.com/NorfolkLibs  
www.facebook.com/norfolklibrariesUK 
 

 
Wroxham Bure Valley Rotary Club 

 

By the time you read this we will have completed our Father Christmas 
collections, the turkey will all be eaten and we will all be looking forward to 
a bright new year in 2012. 
Maybe it’s time to stop and have a think about whether you are up to a new 
challenge in your life – have you thought about joining Rotary. Rotary is an 
international organisation dedicated to service and helping worthy causes. 
We at Wroxham Bure Valley Rotary club are a young lively and friendly 
group. We regularly raise over £20k per annum for a whole range of local 
and international charities and good causes. We work hard, but have a lot of 
fun doing it. We run a series of events, and plans for 2012 include a Michael 
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Buble tribute evening to be held at Wroxham Yacht Club on Saturday 31st 
March. Tickets are only £20 each to include a 2 course meal, and can be 
ordered now, just contact Jilly on 07818 214277. We are also repeating our 
fabulous 40’s night on 16th June, only this time extending the theme to 
include the 50's as well. 
If you are interested in joining us please come along to one of our meetings 
where guests are always welcome, we meet Monday evenings from 7pm at 
the Norfolk Mead Hotel in Coltishall. Our first meeting of the New Year is 
16th January. Visit our web-site on www.wroxhamrotary.org.uk  or 
alternatively contact our secretary Ian Benson on 
ianbenson1950@gmail.com or our president, Stewart Kemp on 01603 
738555 for more information.  
 
 

 

HOVETON & WROXHAM LIONS CLUB 

 
  
Craft Fair at the Broadland Youth & Community Centre, Stalham Road, 
Hoveton on Sunday 11th March from 10am - 4pm. 
 
Charity Furniture Sale at the Broadland Youth & Community Centre, 
Stalham Road, Hoveton on Sunday 25th March from 10am. Delivery service 
available. 
 
Tel: Terry on 01603 784093. 

 
 

1st Hoveton and Wroxham Sea Scout Group 

 

 
   
For further information please contact cathhowes116@btinternet.com 
 

 

NEATISHEAD COMMUNITY GYM    

a voluntary, community organisation. 
  



19 

 
 

Neatishead Community Gym is a not-for-profit facility run by a committee of 

volunteers and staffed by a fully qualified professional trainer. Our sessions take 

place in The New Victory Hall, Neatishead, which is a new, light and airy eco-building. 

There is a large free car park and changing facilities if needed. We have a wide range 

of professional equipment and our instructor Nathan introduces new members to 

the gym, drawing up a programme of exercises tailor-made to the individual.  

We developed from an initiative by the North Norfolk District Council to bring fitness 

facilities to rural communities. Our set up costs were supported by a grant from 

the Big Lottery Fund and we were recently awarded a grant from the Comic Relief 

Local Communities Programme administered through the Norfolk Community 

Foundation. This was in recognition of the work the gym does in providing attractive, 

affordable and convenient fitness facilities for all the surrounding villages. Local GP 

surgeries are helping to publicize our service. 

Our fees are kept down to the minimum to suit most pockets whilst just covering our 

running costs. Regular users can pay as little as under £1.50 a session and there is a 

one-off payment of £10 to join the gym initially. There is a variety of packages giving 

people choices to suit their life styles.  

1   Single session: you can use the gym once a week (any day and time) for £14 per 

month. This is equivalent to a cost per session of £3.50. 

2   Multi-session: come as often as you like for £17 per month. This is equivalent to 

£2.13 per session if you come twice a week and £1.42 if you come three times. 

3   Session pass: you may buy a book of 5 prepaid tickets for £22.50 and use them 

one per session whenever you want. This is equivalent to £4.50 per session. 
 

 Here are comments from some of our members:-  

'I am getting fitter the way I want to, with an exercise programme as challenging as I 

want it to be, and no more.'  Anita 
 

'The equipment is easy to use and there is no pressure to do more than you 

comfortably can.'  Pat 
 

'The atmosphere is relaxed and friendly (it is possible to exercise and chat at the 

same time!) and we can work at our own pace and ability without feeling pressured.  

I wouldn't go to a large gym so I'm very grateful to have this facility so close to home, 

long may it be there.'    Carol 

 

'Having never used a gym before in my life and now being a Senior Citizen, my 

nervousness at joining the Neatishead Community Gym was soon overcome by its 

warm and friendly atmosphere and helpful staff.  The weekly session has really 

helped to return me to fitness after a period of illness.'   GKM 
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'I developed ME following a car crash eleven years ago and had to retire early. The 

gym introduced me to exercise at an appropriate level. Gradually with their support I 

increased my levels of activity, lost weight and now feel more confident and so much 

better. My life at 62 is back on stream.'  Kit 
 

We already attract members from several surrounding villages and would like to 

extend a warm invitation to you. Please come and see us to find out if our very 

friendly gym could help you to keep fit, improve your well-being or aid recovery from 

illness.  
 

Sessions are from 8.30 to 12.30, Sunday, Monday and Wednesday mornings. For 

more information and our latest newsletter ring 01692 535342 or email 

gym@victoryhall.info or just turn up and give us a look! You'll be very welcome. If 

you let us know when you are coming, we will try to ensure someone is available to 

meet you and show you the facilities. 

 
 

 

Broadland Chess Club  

 

 
 
Since the turn of the year, Broadland Chess Club has had a very successful 
run, with all teams being unbeaten. 
The first team, Broadland Bitterns, has beaten Dons Buccaneers, Fakenham 
Gambits and the defending champions Norfolk and Norwich A. These wins 
mean that the Bitterns have moved to the top of the first division of the Norfolk 
county league. 
The second team, Broadland Harnsers, has defeated closest rivals Lowestoft 
B, as well as Norfolk and Norwich Pawns, whilst drawing with Dons 
Daredevils. These results see the team leading the promotion race in division 
3. 
In the Norfolk and Suffolk Cup, the club defeated Fakenham 4 – 2 to move 
into the semi-final, where the opponents will be Norfolk and Norwich. The 
match will be played on the 26th of March at Broadland’s home venue, The 
Kings Head in Coltishall. 
On Sunday 19th February, the Club made its’ debut in the East Anglian Clubs’ 
Championship, playing in Whittlesford, South Cambridgeshire; they were the 
only club from Norfolk to be playing. 
Broadland played in the Team 500 section, beating Cambridge City 2½ - 1½ 
and Bury St. Edmunds 4 – 0, convincingly taking the title. The winning team 
comprised Paul Badger (captain), David Owen, Andrew Gilling and Ailko van 
der Veen. 
The Club meets every Monday from 7.30pm at its home venue The Kings 
Head in Coltishall. For further information contact Paul Badger on 01603 
737572 or by e-mail paulbadger@supanet.com  All are welcome to join us. 
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Ashmanhaugh Poors Land Trust 

 
 

The Trustees are pleased to inform you that a further grant, of £100, has been 
made to the Ashmanhaugh and Beeston Preston Rooms Management 
Association, towards the purchase of some chairs with arms. 
Next grant distribution application date is 01 May 2012. The amount available 
for this period is £200. Forms are available from the Clerk to the Trustees, 
Farthings, Stone Lane, Ashmanhaugh, NR12 8 YR. Applications may be from 
£10 to £200.00. They will need to fit with the following Objective of the Trust; 
(i) The relief of poverty 
(ii) To improve the quality of life for those residents who have need by 

reason of youth, age, ill-health, disability, financial hardship or other 
disadvantages. 

(iii) The advancement of education 
(iv) The advancement of community development 
(v) Greater use of community buildings 

 
To be considered for a grant, the applicant will need to show that they meet at 
least one of the following; 
(i) A permanent resident in the Parish Of Ashmanhaugh (including 

Beeston St Lawrence) over the age of 18 years. Application may be 
made on behalf of persons under 18 years by a parent, guardian, a 
Constituted Voluntary or Community Organisation in the Parish Of 
Ashmanhaugh. 

(ii) A Constituted Voluntary or Community Organisation in the Parish Of 
Ashmanhaugh. 

(iii) A Voluntary or Community Organisation that has adopted the 
Constitution of their Parent Group in the Parish Of Ashmanhaugh. 

 
 

 

 
Septic tank and package sewage treatment plant owners read onSSS. 
 
Your District Council Outlook magazine, in March, has an article by the 
Environment Agency on reducing the nutrients reaching our rivers and we 
need your help. 
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Depending on where you live in Ashmanhaugh, the water drains to the River 
Ant or the River Bure. All the little pollutions from villages along these rivers 
are adding together to affect the Bure Broads and Marshes near Wroxham 
and the Ant Broads, such as Barton Broad, which are Sites of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSIs). These special areas for wildlife and the rivers that 
lead to them, need low nutrients to support the full range of wildlife. 
Nutrients (particularly phosphates) can come from several sources including 
septic tanks and package treatment plants.  
 
To help reduce the nutrients please de-sludge your septic tank or package 
treatment plant at least once a year (nutrients settle out in the sludge), change 
to phosphate free detergents and check that any septic tanks drain effectively 
into the land, rather than reaching the river. 
 
When your District council newsletter arrives, please read the article and take 
action to help the rivers and broads. If each household does a bit, we can 
make a big difference to the amount of nutrient entering our water environment. 
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